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Town attorney: ATM petition articles non-binding 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Three 
articles on the Annual Town 
Meeting submitted via petition 
will be non-binding, according to 
Attorney Greg Corbo. 

Corbo weighed in on the three 
articles in the Selectboard meeting 
on Monday evening. 

“If (these articles) were 
approved at town meeting, they 
would be merely advisory to the 
Selectboard suggesting that you 
withdraw the stormwater fee, but 
they would not mandate you to 


BELCHERTOWN 


Selectboard 
approves 25% 
design for 
new road 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Despite 
the pandemic, development at the 
former Belchertown State School 
property is coming along, follow- 
ing the Selectboard’s unanimous- 
ly approval of the 25% design of 
a new road off Carriage Drive. 

Town Administrator Gary 
Brougham explained why he 
needed the board’s approval at a 
recent meeting. 

“Several weeks ago, following 
the demolition of the laundry and 
food preparation buildings at the 
former Belchertown State School 
main campus, MassDevelopment 
and the (Economic Development 
Industrial Corporation) are mov- 
ing forward to construct an addi- 
tional industrial road off Carriage 
Drive,” he said. “It will be about 
600-feet in length ending in cul- 
de-sac access to that section of 
the former campus earmarked for 
light industrial uses.” 

He said when the group 
did Carriage Dr they didn’t go 
through a formal peer review pro- 
cess, which caused complications 
at the intersection of Jackson St. 
Brougham said the group was 
hoping to avoid a similar situation 
happening again. 


See BOS, page 12 - 


do so,” he said. “In terms of the 
use of land (Constantino Field), 
that is an executive function that is 
subject to either the Selectboard or 
the Recreation Department.” 

One petition, submitted by Karl 
Krawczyk, seeks to see if the town 
will votes “to move the disc golf 
course to a piece of property to a 
better location which will accom- 
modate league and tournament 
play without disrupting the qual- 
ity of residents’/abutters’ lives,” 
according to Town Clerk Colleen 
Toothill-Berte. 

The current location of the pro- 
posed disc golf course is behind 








Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


No On 


sahttS 
a right 
CONTACT SURNER HEATING TODAY! VISIT OUR WEBSITE SURNERHEAT.COM 


(These articles) are proposing 
action that appears to be beyond 
the authority of fown meeting. 


ATTORNEY GREG CORBO 


Constanino Field. 

The other two petitions pertain 
to the stormwater utility fund and 
bylaws. One petition proposes to 
change the way which the pro- 
gram receives funding and the 
other requested to stop use of 
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the stormwater enterprise fund, 
according to Department of Public 
Works Director Steve Williams. 
Corbo explained his interpre- 
tation that the articles would be 
non-binding. 
Any groups of residents can 
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Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. 


= 


alone! 
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Last weekend people were able to get a free coloring 
book created by Cheryl Dutton. 


LEFT: The Belchertown historical coloring book is a reprint 
of a 25-year-old project by Chery! Dutton. 


TOP: Belchertown Cultural Council members Jennfier 
Whitehead, Trista Hevey and Jocelyn Walker helped to 
distribute a Belchertown-themed coloring book fo the 
public last weekend. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


petition to have an article on the 
town meeting warrant, which 
requires 10 certified signatures. 
Carbo said the article must be put 
on the warrant exactly in the form 
it was received. 

“Whether it is in the prop- 
er form of a warrant article or it 
proposes to do something law- 
ful, you are required to put it on 
the warrant, which is still in the 
preparation process but will be 
done in this case,” Corbo said. 
“Once they’re on the warrant 


See AIM, page 8 « 


GRANBY 


HS students 
to return in 
person full 
time April 26 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY -— Students in grade 
nine through 12 will be returning 
to full time, in-person schooling 
beginning on April 26. 

The decision was unanimously 
approved by the Granby School 
Committee at its April 6 meeting. 

Interim Superintendent Carol 
Hepworth told the committee as 
of April 6, they had yet to receive 
guidance from the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education regarding grades 9 
through 12. 

School Committee Chair Jen 
Bartosz said she wanted to revisit 
the matter, which was discussed 
at the last meeting. 

“T’d like to at least revisit 
what we talked about when we 
mean everybody back on April 
26, which is the Monday after 
vacation,” she said. “If there’s 
something earth shattering that 
comes out from guidance from 
the commissioner, we look at it at 
that point. I know there are other 
districts that are back full time.” 

Granby Jr/Sr High School 
Principal Stephen Sullivan told 
the committee the high school 
could make it work, barring any 
drastic changes from DESE. 

“As long as the commissioner 
doesn’t come back to say high 


See GRANBY, page 8 = 
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requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
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will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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i COMMUNITY 


Election letters, candidate 
Q and A welcome 


BELCHERTOWN/GRANBY- Election 
season is in full swing and the Sentinel 
seeks to inform voters about the candidates 
running this year. 


Letters of support 

The Sentinel welcomes readers to par- 
ticipate in this year’s town election cam- 
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 350 words from local residents endors- 
ing specific candidates or discussing local 
campaign issues should be emailed to 
Sentinel @turley.com. Please include a day- 
time telephone number for verification pur- 
poses (it will not be printed). Letters must 
be received by noon on Wednesday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume 
of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last two weeks before the election. The 
last issue letters will run will be the May 6 
issue of the paper. 


Candidate Q and As 

Candidates in the upcoming election are 
invited to send answers to the following 
questions to run as a candidate Q and A. 
These are due by Monday, April 26 by 12 
p.m. The word limit is 600 for the Q and A, 
excluding the questions. Please include a 
two-sentence introduction. 


The questions are: 

eWhy are you running for this position? 
If you are seeking reelection what qualifies 
you to continue in this role? 

«What is the biggest challenge the board/ 
committee is facing? How will you address 
it? 

e Discuss your commitment to transpar- 
ency and openness in Belchertown/Granby 
municipal government. Do you have sug- 
gestions for improving either? 

¢ Do you feel the town is doing enough 
to foster racial/social equity? How would 
you do so, if elected? 

e (For School Committee candidates 
only) What are the school’s capital needs? 
What should the School Committee be 
doing in the next three years to address 
them? 

¢ (For Selectboard candidates only) With 
budget season coming in Belchertown/ 
Granby how do you intend to tackle areas 
that may be struggling with potential defi- 
cits? 

Candidates are encouraged to include a 
photograph with their statements. Both the 
text and photograph must be emailed to 
Sentinel @turley.com. 

Priority of the Q and As will be given 
to candidates in contested races. In the 
interest of fairness to all candidates, press 
releases about fundraisers or campaign 
events will not be printed. 

Candidates who wish to further publicize 
their candidacy, beliefs, events and fund- 
raising may contact Maureen McGarrett at 
mmcgarrett@turley.com about paid adver- 
tising in the Belchertown Sentinel. 





Help get rid of them safely 





HOPE 





Cases stay steady 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— Though the COVID-19 case 
numbers have dropped slightly over last week’s, the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health shows the 
data is increasing. 

The current case positivity rate is 2.27% for the two- 
week period of March 28 to April 4. The week prior 
was 1.97%. The current rate per 100,000 is 22.7 and last 
week it was 18.2. 

Belchertown remains the yellow designation based on 
the data, as of April 12. 

There have been 16 news cases in the last week from 
Sunday, April 4 to Saturday, April 10, according to data 
from the Quabbin Health District. The total numbers of 
cases is 840. 

There were 28 new cases during the last weekly peri- 
od from Sunday, March 28 to Saturday, April 3. 

There were 1,036 tests performed in the last weekly 
period and a total of 33,916 tests on Belchertown resi- 
dents as of April 6. 

There were no deaths in the last weekly period, leav- 
ing the number of deaths from COVID-19 at 16. 
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i COMMUNITY 


Quabbin Photo Group to host 
‘Voyager, Visitors and Home’ 


BELCHERTOWN -—- The 
Quabbin Photo Group will host 
photographer Dale Monette at 
their meeting April 26 at 7 p.m. 

In this program Dale Monette 
will focus on birds that visit 
New England just for a stop- 
over during migration, birds that 
spend months here and call New 
England home. 

Five years in the making and 
many miles traveled, not to men- 
tion the gallons of blood lost to 
mosquitos in ponds and swamps. 
Monette will show images and 
stories behind the images. He 
will also include a section on 
the successful bald eagle intro- 
duction as a nesting species to 
Massachusetts that took place at 
the Quabbin Reservoir during the 
1980’s by Mass Wildlife. From 
great gray owls to red-backed 
voles come by and see what, 
where and who he found in his 
travels around New England. 

All meetings of the Quabbin 
Photo Group are free of charge 
and are currently being held via 
Zoom. Meetings are open to the 
public and if you would like to 
join the meeting contact Gail 
Platz at: gspqpg@ gmail.com. 

Monette is a nature photogra- 
pher specializing in wildlife and 
landscapes mainly of the Quabbin 
Reservoir. Born and raised in 
Athol, Massachusetts, since the 
early 1970s he lived within two 
miles of the Quabbin Reservoir. 
An avid birder, since his youth, 


Dole Meinelbe 





COURTESY PHOTO 


Quabbin photo group will host Dale Monette on April 26 at 7 p.m. 


Monette grew up birding, fish- 
ing, and hiking many of the trails, 
ponds and swamps of the north- 
ern Quabbin region. Through his 
photographs, Monette shares his 
unique familiarity with the land 
and the animals living throughout 
Massachusetts and the Quabbin 
watershed. In the early 1980’s 
Monette received a BS degree 
from UMass’s Department of 
Environmental Conservation in 
Natural Resources Conservation. 
He spent his career working at 
Quabbin as an educator and a 
naturalist with the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation retiring in 
2014. During the 1980s, he was 


involved in the successful efforts 
to bring back the common loons 
and bald eagles as nesting spe- 
cies to the Quabbin water- 
shed. Monette is well versed 
in the nature and history of the 
Quabbin Reservoir and makes 
presentations to the public on 
these themes. Monette also has 
two wildlife photography books 
released and is currently working 
on his third book. Also, he was 
recently featured with his photog- 
raphy on WCVB Boston Channel 
Fives’ long running evening 
Chronicle program as part a show 
entitled “Winter in Quabbin.” 


Vote by mail in the upcoming election 


BELCHERTOWN -— Governor 
Charlie Baker signed legislation 
extending the no excuse vote 
by mail until June 30, so the 
Belchertown Town Election on 
May 17 would qualify. The same 
system is in place as was 1n 2020. 

A voter can request a ballot by 
mail by completing an applica- 





Kinberly Allen 





11 North Main Street, Belchertown 


413-213-1500 
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tion and returning it to our office. 
Applications may be found 
attached to the Drop box at Town 
Hall, on the Town Clerk’s web- 
page or if they call the office at 
413-323-0281. Staff would be 
happy to mail them an application. 

Once the Clerk’s office receive 
the ballots, they will begin mail- 


Realty 


Professionals 








ing them out and voters can use 
the drop box at Town Hall to drop 
off their voted ballots as well. 
The “Track my ballot” on the 
Secretary of State webpage will 
also be available so voters can 
track the progress of their ballot 
through the system the same way 
they could for the 2020 elections. 








HOME DEPOT 


OR LOWE'S 
Will be given 
at closing when you 
buy or sell with the 
Kimberly Allen Team. 


*Must present coupon at Ist meeting 
with Kimberly Allen Team Member 
prior to expiring July 31, 2021. 


Belchertown students 
among 350 youth leaders 
take part in training 


BOSTON - At a time of 
increased national polarization, 
more than 350 eighth graders 
from across Massachusetts- 
-known as Project 351 
Ambassadors—gained skills as 
bridge builders and upstanders 
through leadership training with 
the Boston Celtics. 

Among them was Sophie 
Poissant, a junior playbook 
trainer. 

Ambassadors engaged in the 
Playbook Initiative, an anti-bi- 
as, anti-discrimination train- 
ing led by thirteen Project 351 
Alumni. Playbook is a part- 
nership between Project 351, a 
Massachusetts nonprofit orga- 
nization that fosters leadership 
and unity through service, and 
Celtics United, the Boston 
Celtics’ $25 million, 10-year 
commitment to racial and social 
justice. 

Thirteen high school lead- 
ers, who hail from across 
Massachusetts (list attached) 
and previously represented their 
home communities as Project 
351 eighth grade Ambassadors, 
led a series of virtual workshops 
that focused on bias and dis- 
crimination. 

Playbook features real-world 
scenarios on topics including 
race, gender and religion, which 
build the Ambassadors’ knowl- 
edge, empathy, and skills to 
lead as upstanders. 

This marks the third year 
of partnership between the 
Celtics and Project 351 to scale 
Playbook to middle school stu- 
dents across the state, and the 
eleventh year of the 

Celtics support of Project 
351’s youth-led movement for 
positive change. New Balance 
serves as the presenting sponsor 
of the Playbook Initiative. 

“Project 351 is inspired by 
the Celtics’ vision for strong, 
just, and inclusive communi- 


Phim Mar 
Autumn Ingram 
Brooke Packard 
Don Yu 

Kristin Doucas 
Abigail LaFleur 





ties. Celtics United reflects a 
powerful legacy of leader- 
ship that is both historic and 
transformative,” said Carolyn 
Casey, Project 351 Founder and 
Executive Director. “We’re hon- 
ored to partner in our common 
mission to root out bias and dis- 
crimination in any form -- with 
even greater urgency in these 
divisive times. We’re very proud 
of the 2021 Playbook Trainers 
for their courage to lead and 
commitment to serve.” 

“As the Celtics set out to help 
push this important movement 
forward we sought the best part- 
ners who have been leading in 
this space for years, and Project 
351 is chief among them,” said 
Dave Hoffman, Vice President, 
Community Engagement, 
Boston Celtics. “We’re proud 
to partner with Project 351 for 
another innovative year of pro- 
gramming, and, with the sup- 
port of New Balance, the hun- 
dreds of youth leaders who par- 
ticipated in Playbook this year 
will carry this message of jus- 
tice, inclusivity, and respect for- 
ward in countless ways across 
Massachusetts and beyond.” 

Playbook’s visionary model 
was developed by Celtics play- 
ers, coaches, trainers, and staff; 
and features youth-authored 
“scenarios” that depict bias 
and discrimination across race, 
culture, religion, gender, and 
sexual orientation. This year’s 
Playbook Trainers were select- 
ed via a competitive application 
process for their demonstrated 
leadership, passion for social 
justice, and exemplary values. 
Playbook Trainers completed 
intensive preparation includ- 
ing two months of training and 
one-on-one coaching in facili- 
tation and the Playbook curric- 
ulum, before leading Playbook 
Workshops with Project 351’s 
eighth grade Ambassadors. 


INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 


413.786.5047 
413.250.5758 
413.575.7831 
413.459.3457 
413.636.1335 
401.533.0242 
413.230.7557 
508.612.0821 
413.345.2596 
774.757.7795 
413.887.9755 


Brendan Coughlin 508.868.1518 


THINKING OF SELLING? Our Listings Are Selling Faster Than Ever! 
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THE BEST FRESH 





FOR SPRING! 
Specials April 14th - April 20th 


Fresh Broccoli Crowns...$1.49 |b 


Snow White Cauliflower ——_ 
Large Heads...2 for $5.00 Lend 


Sweet Red Peppers...$1.99 |b Ga 
Grape Tomatoes Pint Size...2 for $3. 00 


Romaine Lettuce Hearts 
3 Pack...2 for $5.00 


Hass Avocadoes...2 for $3.00 =. 
Golden Ripe Pineapples ...$2.99 each 
Cantaloupes Large Size...2 for $5.00 






















Time to Plant 
q Spring Blooming 


Ny aa Trees & Shrubs 
Ya Forsythia, Weeping Cherry, 
| get ag Magnolias & MORE 


Spring Bloomers | 

Returning Year After Year! (ae 

Dianthus, Bleeding Hearts, ‘%&. 
Creeping Phlox 


Cool Weather 
Vegetable Plants 


Lettuces, Cabbages, Kale, 
Onions, Broccoli, 
Cauliflower & MORE 


_ 


Delicious Homegrown _j 
Berry Plants & Bushes ~@ 

Strawberries, Blueberries, Gitar 
Raspberries 





Wednesday, April 21st s. 
GREAT Gifts ~ Fresh Flowers, — 
Indoor Plants, Dish Gardens ° ™ 
Gift Baskets 
and Randall’s Gift Cards 


Daily Dinner Menus 
Ready To Go! 


Salads, Soups and 
Gourmet Deli Sandwiches 
Apple Cider Donuts - 
Fresh Every Morning! 4 jie ' 
; Fresh Baked Muffins, 
7 Pies, Cookies 
and Desserts 










631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 
Find us on and You 


‘Plowing the garden’ event 
dedicated to Belchertown resident 


WILBRAHAM -— The Wilbraham 
Community Garden proudly announc- 
es the 12th “Plowing the Community 
Garden” event with special guests 
from the Eastern Connecticut Draft 
Horse Association and several other 
Draft Horse owners. This event will 
take place on Sunday, April 25 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Wilbraham 
Community Garden located at 700 
Monson Road in Wilbraham. 

This is the first time the community 
garden have been able to schedule 
this since 2019. The gentleman in 
the photo is Mr. Sam White and he 
passed away prior to last year. The 
event that was scheduled for 2020 was 
canceled for obvious reasons and it 
was supposed to be a dedication to 
White. He attended every one of the 
group’s events from the beginning and 
he was from Muddy Brook Acres in 
Belchertown. 

There will be several teams of Draft 
Horses preparing the soil the slow 
old fashioned way utilizing walking 
and riding plows. There will also be 
crafts, flowers and plants for sale. 
The list of vendors grows every day. 
This event even though it is outside, 
is required to follow all COVID-19 
protocols including social distancing 
and face coverings. 

The group will not be serving food 





COURTESY PHOTO 


Belchertown resident Sam White, who died in 2019, will be celebrated at the “Plowing the 
garden” event in Wilbraham on April 25. He attended every one of the community garden’‘s 


events from the beginning. 


this year but please feel free to bring 
your own picnic basket and beverag- 
es. Bring your camera and a chair and 
join the community garden for the 


event. For more information or to be a 
vendor, please call Melissa Graves in 
the Conservation office at 596-2800, 
ext. 204. 





Knights curbside dinner 


BELCHERTOWN - The St. Francis 
of Assisi Knights of Columbus 
Council 10698 will sponsor again its 
monthly Curbside Take-out dinner on 
Saturday April 17 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at the St. Francis of Assisi Social 
Center at 14 Park Street across from 
the Belchertown Common municipal 
parking lot. 

The Knights are bringing back 
their famous Belchertown Fair Food 
Booth’s Sausage Grinders that were 
the toast of the town back in the fall. 
These eight-inch beauties comes with 
peppers and onions on a great grinder 
role, served with a bag of chips and 
your choice of drink of soda or bot- 
tled water for the bargain price of $10. 
Here is a great way to start off enjoy- 
ing the spring weather with a great 


meal the whole family can enjoy. 

This is a popular offering, cooked 
fresh to order at the time you pull 
up. The Knights are only cooking up 
to 200 grinders. Once they’re gone, 
they’re gone! Due to the demand 
expected, there will be no advanced 
orders. Find more information by 
checking out the Knights Facebook 
event at www.facebook.com/belcher- 
townkofc or their website page at 
https://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com/ 
knights-of-columbus. Payment is cash 
only at the time of pickup. 

Proceeds of the dinner goes towards 
the council and the charitable works 
the Knights of Columbus performs in 
the community. 

Stop by for your dinner and help the 
Knights in serving their community. 


GSSSI announces 
assistance with 
COVID vaccine 
registration 


REGION — Greater Springfield 
Senior Services, Inc. (GSSSI) is 
now assisting older adults with reg- 
istering for the COVID-19 vaccine 
through the online registration por- 
tals. 

Interested parties can call GSSSI 
at (413) 781-8800 (Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) to be 
connected to a highly trained, bilin- 
gual team of dedicated Information 
and Referral Specialists. Staff are 
ready to assist with online sign-ups 
and are available to answer any 





questions. 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TITANS 


STALKS 





TUE., 4/27 - 10 AM-THU., 4/29 - 6 PM 


Learn how. you can become w Fitan this Fall 


Bruna ‘21 
Dorm prefect 


For families interested in grades 6-12, PG. 


y . - Kyle ’22 
! . D1 College Basketball Recruit, 
VP - Black Suda Union Twin, French Horn Player 


Laurel ’21 
Track sta 


Khalil 21 
s Tour Guide, 





. 


i 2 ood & 


Two-year, ‘dorm prefect! 
Iwe SPM Varsity, Captain, 
K 


RSVP at www.wma.us/admission 
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Belchertown Community 
Television schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming schedule 
for Thursday, April 15 to Wednesday, April 21. 


Thursday, April 15 
¢ 8a.m.— Selectboard - April 12 
e 10a.m.— Conservation Comm. — April 12 
e 12p.m.-— Planning Board — April 13 
e 7p.m.— Selectboard — April 12 
¢ 9p.m. — Conservation Comm. — April 12 
e 11p.m.— Planning Board — April 13 


Friday, April 16 

e 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 

¢ 9am. — “Count on Me” - The students of Swift 
River directed by Mr. Gould 

e 9:30 a.m. — Finance Comm./Select Board Joint 
Mtg — April 6 

e 11:30 a.m. — School Committee — April 6 

e 7p.m.— Conversation with Pakman 

¢ 8 p.m. — “Count on Me” - The students of Swift 
River directed by Mr. Gould 

e 8:30 p.m. — Finance Comm./Select Board Joint 
Mtg. — April 6 

e 10:30 p.m. — School Committee — April 6 


Saturday, April 17 
e 8 a.m.-— Curious Giraffe 
e 8:30 a.m. — “Count on Me” — The students of Swift 
River directed by Mr. Gould 


Sunday, April 18 
e 4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
e 6p.m.— Christ Community Church 
e 7p.m.— Hope United Methodist Church 
¢ 8:30 p.m. — “Count on Me” — The students of Swift 
River directed by Mr. Gould. 


Monday, April 19 
e 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
e 5 p.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
¢ 6:30 p.m. — Selectboard — Channel 191 


Tuesday, April 20 
e §8a.m.-— Curious Giraffe 
¢ 8:30 a.m. — “Count on Me” — The students of Swift 
River directed by Mr. Gould 


Wednesday, April 21 
¢ §8a.m.— Conversation with Pakman 
e 1|p.m.— Meditation with Lori - Grounding 
e 7p.m.— Conversation with Pakman 


The BCTV Studio is located at 68 State St., 
Belchertown. BCTV channels are 191, 192 and 
193. The BCTV schedule is available at www. 
Belchertown.org. On the main title page select “res- 
idents,” click on Belchertown Community Television. 
Selected BCTV shows are also available on Vimeo. 
Go to www. Belchertown.org, go to quick links and 
click on “watch meetings and events online.” The 
schedule is subject to change. 

The BCTV weather information system is broad- 
cast on TV channel 193 and displays the current 
weather conditions at the BCTV station as well as, 
the current regional radar. This service operates 24 
hours a day with audio provided by the National 
Weather Service from Albany New York, with fore- 
casts, storm and emergency warnings for the Pioneer 
Valley. 





— PUBLIC SAFETY 


Belchertown Police Log 


Editor’s note: The following are 
brief explanations of select entries 
in the Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of March 24 
through March 30. The information 
was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the review 
of the detailed log summary. This fea- 
ture is designed to provide context 
and explanation to some of the calls 
police respond to every day. Of the 
252 calls police responded to, there 
were eight incidents, two accidents, 
one arrest/summons and 16 citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


There are no arrests to report this 
week. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Thursday, April 1 

3:45 a.m. — Belchertown police 
responded to assist Belchertown fire 
and paramedics. 

1:07 p.m. — An officer took a report 
of fraud on behalf of a relative. The 
person had fraud employment benefits 
filled on their behalf. The person was 
advised to contact unemployment and 
put security freeze on the credit card 
through credit bureaus. 


Friday, April 2 
4:25 p.m. — A resident reported a 
found firearm. The resident found a 
firearm in a residence they moved 
into. The reporting party said they 
found a firearm along with a load- 
ed magazine that was left in a dress- 
er drawer. The gun was brought to 
the station in a locked case. No other 
items were found. The officer tried 
to make contact with the owner. The 
firearm will remains in property pend- 

ing contact with the owner. 
7:25 p.m. — An officer responded 
to South St for a report of disabled 
SUV. On arrival, the officer observed 


a motorist who stopped to help opera- 
tor. The officer made contact with the 
reporting party who said they went to 
fill the vehicle and the gas was full 
despite the vehicle reporting it was 
empty. Due to concerns about the 
operator, fire and paramedics were 
contacted. The party began to answer 
more appropriately but was getting 
upset treated by Palmer ambulance. 
The vehicle was towed from the scene 
because it wouldn’t start. 


Saturday, April 3 

10:57 a.m. — An officer spoke to 
an individual who bought an item 
from someone, but didn’t fully pay 
for it. The previous owner was look- 
ing to collect payment. Allegations 
and threats were made allegedly made 
between the two parties. The person 
received the payment was due. 

12:25 p.m. — Officers responded to 
an accident on Main St at Center St. 
One vehicle was exiting from Center 
to Main St. A second vehicle travel- 
ling south Main passed the first at the 
intersection of Main and Center when 
the traffic stopped suddenly causing 
the first vehicle to strike the back of 
the second. No injuries were reported. 

11:47 p.m. — Officers responded 
to an accident on South Liberty St. 
The accident occurred when a vehicle 
went over the fog line on the right 
side of the road, crashed into a rail- 
road abutment, then travelled to the 
left side of the road, coming to stop 
against a utility pole. The operator 
reported they left their house after 
getting into an argument. The part 
was later transported to Baystate 
Wing for further evaluation. 


Monday, April 5 

3:24 p.m. — Belchertown dispatch 
got a 911 call about a structure fire on 
Stebbins Rd. There was a box alarm 
which dispatched two engines, a tank- 
er and mutual aid from Granby for 
a two and a half story structure fire. 
Upon arrival, responders found an 


extinguished fire on exterior and desk. 
The responders evacuated smoke that 
filled the structure. The cause of fire 
was ruled an accident. The reporting 
party said they awoke to the fire alarm 
and they noticed smoke and began to 
search for the source of the fire. The 
party walked around the back of their 
home to find the deck and back of 
home was on fire. They used a hose 
to attempt to put it out. They report- 
ed using a planter put out cigarette 
butts, but had not done so since the 
day prior. 

8:24 p.m. — Officers spoke with res- 
ident about issues and concerns with 
their husband. 


Granby Police Log 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 243 calls for 
the week of April 2 through April 8. 
Those arrested are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
All information is provided by the 
Granby Police Department. 

Monday, April 5 

8:52 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
motor vehicle accident on Carver St. 
The operator drove off the roadway 
and struck a utility pole. 

6:38 p.m. — A citation was issued 
for unlicensed motor vehicle opera- 
tion. 


Tuesday, April 6 

12:09 p.m. — Officers investigated a 
report of vandalism done to residents’ 
mailbox on Jennifer Dr. 

3:33 p.m. — Officers investigated 
a two car accident on East State St 
and Fred Ruel Rd. No injuries were 
reported. 


Thursday, April 8 
6:02 a.m. — Officers investigated a 
motor vehicle accident on Pleasant St. 
No injuries were reported. 
10:54 a.m. — Officers investigated 
a report of vandalism done to town 
property on West St. 





Open air burning season ongoing 


BELCHERTOWN — Open Air 
Burning Season for domestic tree 
trimming begins Jan. 15, 2021 and 
runs through May 1, 2021. 

A permit/registration number is 
required. Please complete the bottom 
portion of a burn permit registration 
form located on our website: www. 
belchertown.org/fire. Please click on 
the word “Application” found on the 
website to bring up the registration 
form. Full in the bottom portion of 
the form. Print the Form. And either 
bring this completed form to the Fire 


Dept. at 10 North Main St. and place 
in white metal mailbox on front door 
with $ 10 fee attached (exact amount 
in cash or check payable to “Town of 
Belchertown) or mail the completed 
form to: Belchertown Fire Dept. PO 
Box 1074, Belchertown, MA 01007. 

Once this form is received, the 
department will email your registra- 
tion number along with all necessary 
information on activating your per- 
mit on any day you wish you burn. 
Please be sure and include a manda- 
tory email address on your form. 


please recyle this newspaper 


SEASONAL LABORER(S) 


Temporary Seasonal Laborer positions are available at the 


Belchertown Department of Public Works. Positions are 
approximately 32-40 hours per week (as scheduled by the 
Director of Public Works). Duties include using commercial 
grounds maintenance equipment (i.e. mowers, leaf blowers and 
vacs, string trimmers, brush and chainsaws, and basic hand tools). 
Must be able to engage in heavy physical labor on a regular and 
continuous basis, and capable of driving a pickup truck/landscape 
trailer combination. Positions are temporary and non-benefited. 


Applicants must be at least 18 years of age, possess a valid 


Massachusetts Driver's License and have a clear driving record. 


A job description for this position and an employment application 
are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 
during regular business hours, and will be accepted until the 


positions are filled. 


PD advises of 
qualification 
sessions at 
sportsman’s club 


BELCHERTOWN -—- The 
Belchertown Police Dept. will be 
conducting firearm qualifications 
for department members at the Swift 
River Sportsman’s club on May 13, 
18 and 22. If those residents in the 
area hear a larger than normal volume 
of gunfire, it is due to these qualifica- 
tions sessions. 


HIGHWAY DIVISION 
MECHANIC/TRUCK DRIVER 


on Friday, April 23, 2021. 





The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a full-time 
Mechanic/Truck Driver in the Department of Public Works’ 
Highway Division. Applicants must have mechanical training in 
both light and CDL class vehicles with three years’ experience in 
the maintenance and repair of related equipment. A valid Class B 


Commercial Driver’s License and a Hoisting Engineer License, or 
the ability to obtain within six months, are required; experience in 
highway construction including heavy equipment motor vehicle 

operation is required. 


A job description for this position and an employment application 
are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 
during regular business hours. The deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. 
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— OPINION 


GUEST COLUMN 


A Sunday sojourn, 
garden style 


enjoyed getting out into the 
| N THE 


GARDEN 


garden last weekend, making 

my way around various parts 
of the yard that required atten- 
tion. First stop, the perennial bor- 
ders. As much as I love raking 
leaves, I raked the same gardens 
last month. It 1s always discour- 
aging when you have to repeat 
something that you already did. 
Blame it on the massive oak tree 
in front of my house that just 
recently shed its leaves! 

Why does it hold on to some of its leaves throughout 
the winter, anyway? I read some interesting hypothe- 
ses recently, explaining that the oak and its cousin the 
beech, are either evolutionarily delayed, or quite ahead 
of their time, depending on how you look at it. You see, 
we have the evergreens and we have deciduous trees. 
Then we have these trees in the middle. But what bene- 
fit could marcescence (holding on to dead leaves) be to 
the tree? One theory suggests that dead leaves covering 
the lower part of the tree protect vulnerable buds from 
deer browsing. Another says that the old leaves offer the 
buds measurable cold protection. I found yet two more 
explanations targeting moisture conservation, implying 
that the leaves funnel snow (I.e. water) to the base of the 
tree and that when the dead leaves fall they are the start 
of a moisture retentive mulch positioned exactly where 
the tree needs it the most, around the drip line. Very 
cool, indeed. Yet another thing to awe about creation, as 
if there weren’t enough already! 

While I was outside I took advantage of impending 
rain, and decided that there was no time like the pres- 
ent to lime and top dress my garlic with compost. This 
meant visiting the compost pile, and you guessed it, 
raking off a layer of oak leaves before giving it a few 
good turns, revealing the “black gold” beneath, team- 
ing with worms. It’s really neat to think that all those 
banana peels, egg shells, orange rinds and the like 
mixed with said leaves and grass clipping made this 
food for my garden. I filled a couple of buckets worth 
and headed over to the row of garlic. I was actually 
shocked to see that it had sprouted a good five inches 
in the 10 days or so [I had been out of the garden. Better 
to get this task accomplished almost late than never, I 
guess. I pulled back the much, laid a layer of compost, 
then reset the mulch and sprinkled the whole bed with 
a bit of lime. I really should get my soil tested, but I 
remember reading something years ago that always said 
never to think about growing alliums in anything but 

sweet soil, so there you go. This is the second 

year that I planted my garlic, laid a 

layer of cardboard on top and then 

mulched the whole shebang. It 

is off to another great start, 

so it seems. The cardboard 

helps prevent weeds and 
conserve moisture. 

I also gave some lime 

to my lupines. It’s what 

I was taught to do a 

million years ago and 

still do it, even though 
some sources say it is 
not needed. There is 
one bed, closer to my 
house that has been 
growing lupines far 
longer than the 10 years 
we've been here. In year 
two they flower, drop their 
seed and new plants ger- 
minate, sometimes with very 
little fan fare and usually in a 
spot where you least expect it or 
would desire it for perfect placement. 

Whether it is too close to another plant, too 

close to the front of the border or somewhere else not 
part of the plan, no worries. The volunteer always gets 
to stay because if you move it, chances are you will 
sever the tap root and lose the plant. And a June without 
lupines is too sad to risk it. The only time I have ever 
attempted moving a lupine seedling is when it has only 
its first or second true leaf, and then very, very carefully. 

Have fun with wherever you are led on your next 
afternoon in the garden! 








Roberta McQuaid 














Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held 
the position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy @turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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LETTERS 
Vote for Nick Pucel 


Dear Belchertown Community: 


I am writing today to support Nick 
Pucel for a position on the Belchertown 
Selectboard. Nick and I met three years 
ago at Simply Fit and Spin here in 
Belchertown. 

In my discussions with Nick, I learned 
that his professional background was in 
Financial Management. Nick never asked 
for my business or tried to sell me on 
becoming a client, but his demeanor and 
confidence inspired me to ask him about 
working on financial and retirement goals 
for my family. Nick was extremely profes- 
sional right from the start. 

When my wife and I met with Nick 
in his office at Edward Jones, he was 
extremely well prepared and presented us 
with a full retirement plan. This was some- 


Nick Pucel for Selectboard 


Letter to the editor: 


It is my pleasure to write this letter in 
support of Nick Pucel for Belchertown 
Selectboard. Over the last three years, I 
have been fortunate enough to get to know 
Nick and his family. Nick is a hardwork- 
ing, generous, supportive and open-minded 
candidate. His dedication to our communi- 
ty is evident in his everyday acts of kind- 
ness and volunteerism. His work with the 
Belchertown Education Foundation, the 
Belchertown Farmers Market and most 
recently, establishing a Community Food 
Pantry on Woodhaven Dr are just a few 
examples that highlight Nick’s dedication 
to our community. 

On a more personal note, as a small busi- 
ness owner, I was looking for a way to 
give back during the holidays; thankfully, 
Nick generously offered to work together 


Vote for Ruby Bansal 


To the Editor, 


I am writing in strong support of 
Ruby Bansal for the Belchertown School 
Committee, and urge the people of this 
town to re-elect her on May 17. This board 
develops policies for education and support 
of all the children in town, and as such it 
plays a crucial role in defining our town. 
Ruby has shown herself to be an excellent 
listener and a thoughtful member of this 
board, and she has been instrumental in our 
decisions over the past three years. 

I have served on this board for more than 
eight years, with many tough issues during 
that time. This last year brought by far the 
most challenging issue in our lifetime - 
how to safely meet the needs of children, 
both educational and emotional, in the face 
of a global pandemic. 

Ruby brought her background as a sci- 
entist and a mother to help balance safety 


thing my wife and I had never seen before 
with previous financial planners. The pro- 
cess of moving our accounts was seamless 
with no stress involved. Nick’s professional 
attitude and easy-going demeanor made it 
easy to transition. 

We have been working with Nick for 
more than a year now. He is there for us 
any time we have a question. His follow-up 
is quick, timely and accurate. 

Nick is married and a father to 
two young girls. Nick wants to make 
Belchertown a better place for his girls as 
they grow up here. Nick is someone we 
need on the Selectboard. 

I fully support Nick Pucel in his bid to 
join the Belchertown Selectboard and ask 
that you vote for him. 

Sincerely, 

David Pare 


as a team. Nick understood that as a small 
business owner operating during a pandem- 
ic, I would need support in order to reach 
my donation goal. He agreed to match, 
dollar for dollar, the total summation of 
gift certificate sales made through Black 
Friday and Small Business Saturday. I am 
so proud to say that we surpassed our goal, 
and Nick was able to make an impact with 
his donation to The Food Bank of Western 
Mass and Safe Passages. 

I believe that Nick Pucel will make a 
wonderful addition to the Belchertown 
Selectboard. Nick is kind, calm, 
open-minded and believes in making 
Belchertown a supportive and welcom- 
ing community. I am excited about Nick’s 
vision and cannot wait to cast my vote for 
him on May 17. 


Lisa Stahl, M.Ed., CPT 


with developmental needs for those in the 
school community, and has helped to push 
the entire board to make better decisions. 
She also helped develop the district strate- 
gic plan, negotiate contracts, hire/evaluate 
the superintendent and all the other typical 
governance issues that lead to success for 
our schools. In short, Ruby has an amazing 
depth of experience that we need on this 
board. 

As our town moves into next year, we 
need people with the right perspective to 
help navigate the ‘new normal’ for our 
children and schools. Ruby has the right 
background and the right experience to 
ensure that our school system works for 
the kids in this town. I urge you to re-elect 
Ruby Bansal for the School Committee on 
May 17. 


Mike Knapp, 
Belchertown School Committee 


Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 
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Energy and Sustainability Committee offers Earth Day tips 


arth Day 2021 is a great 
Hin to think about going 

“Green.” And we don’t 
mean just in terms of the environ- 
ment, but also in terms of saving 
you money. 

With everyone staying at home 
this past year, were you surprised 
by how much your heat and elec- 
tricity bills were? Did you find 
your trash filling up and won- 
dered if you could recycle more 
of it? Did you discover that work- 
ing from home was a possibili- 
ty and maybe you could finally 
drive a hybrid or electric car? If 
these were some of your thoughts, 
the Belchertown Energy and 
Sustainability Committee is here 
to help you find some answers to 
how you might save money and, 
in the process, help Belchertown 
become an even better “Green 
Community.” 

If you think being “green” is 
just about saving the environment 
or celebrating Earth Day, you 
might be surprised to know that 
you can save money by taking 
part in sustainable activities. By 
going to_https://www.masssave. 
com/ you can find energy saving 
ideas which can decrease your 
costs, such as an energy assess- 
ment to improve your at-home 
comfort, and rebates for select- 
ing energy efficient products. 
The Belchertown DPW page has 
listings on how to recycle better 


https://www.belchertown.org/ 


dpw/index.php. Did you know 
that the DPW sponsors a collec- 


tion of hazard waste? Check it out 
and clear out your basement and 
garage. 

The town has already saved 
money by being a “Green 
Community,” which means that 
you as a taxpayer have saved 
money. In 2010, Belchertown 
received the state designation as 
a Green Community. Since then, 
the town has received $532,574 


MAINTENANCE WORKER 
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The town of Belchertown will be providing biodegradable trash bags to anyone wishing to collect curbside trash on Earth 
Day. Trash bags may be obtained at the DPW, 290 Jackson St, Highway Garage location, April 19 to 21. DPW Director Steve 
Williams demonstrates picking up litter outside of the Highway Garage. 


of grants to increase the efficien- 
cy of town infrastructures. For 
example, the grant’s helped fund 
upgrades such as a new boiler at 
Town Hall, exterior storm win- 
dows at the Recreation Center 
Building, LED lighting conversa- 
tions, and HVAC improvements 
at the Family Center among other 
buildings. The most recent grant 
awarded in 2019 helped fund 
$80,000 toward energy efficiency 
projects at the Belchertown High 
School. Those upgrades pay for 
themselves in less than four years 
through energy cost savings and 
are estimated to save the school 
nearly $10,000 per year over the 
life of the systems. A great return 
on investment. 

Established in Jan. 2021, 
the Energy and Sustainability 
Committee is charged with devel- 


oping and recommending sound 
energy and sustainability pro- 
grams and policies for the town. 
The committee members include 
Frank Byrne, Joanne Collins, 
Patricia Krebs, Todd Perry, John 
Piekara, Michael Potishnak 
and Jacob Robinson, with Ad 
Hoc members Department of 
Public Works Director Steve 
Williams, Director Buildings for 
Schools Eric LeBeau and from 
Selectboard Liaison Jim Barry. 
Barry, the liaison between the 
Selectboard and the committee, 
when asked why the committee 
was formed replied: “We know 
that Global Climate Change is a 
serious problem for the town and 
its residents, not to mention our 
grandchildren’s grandchildren. 
The Selectboard unanimous- 
ly supported the creation of this 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a full-time 


maintenance worker. The purpose of this position is to perform 
technical and manual work in the general maintenance and repair 
of public buildings and/or grounds; all other related work as 
required. The Maintenance Worker is responsible for maintaining 


and improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas 
under his/her direction and control. 


A job description for this position and an employment application 


committee to develop sound ener- 
gy and sustainability programs 
and policies that will have a pos- 
itive impact on our planet.” 

The BESC is currently divided 
into three subcommittees, aimed 
at tackling three specific aspects 
of our sustainability mission in 
Belchertown. There is a public 
outreach subcommittee focused 
on communication with the media 
and tasked with projects such as 
the publication of this article. 
Another group of members is 
focused on establishing a clean 
choice electricity option, which 
will be proposed at the June Town 
Meeting. The third subcommittee 
is exploring possible sites for EV 
charging stations in town. We will 
be developing a webpage to keep 
the community informed of the 
latest resources for residents and 


businesses. If you want to join us, 
our monthly meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of every month 
at 6:30 p.m. Agendas are posted 
48 hours prior to the meetings. 

Earth Day ideas 

Earth Day is on Thursday, 
April 22 and serves as a great way 
for us to unite as a community 
around the health of our planet, 
a cause to which the BESC is 
strongly committed. If you are 
unable to go help clean up our 
town in person on that day, there 
are things you can do as an indi- 
vidual to help make the planet 
greener. Those include recycling, 
limiting your plastic use altogeth- 
er, aS well as opting for sustain- 
ably-made materials. For more 
Earth Day tips and live streamed 
content all day, visit earthday.org 
to watch Earth Day Live. There 
are a lot of great tools there. For 
example, you can use the plas- 
tic footprint calculator, toolkits, 
and other resources to determine 
ways in which you can cut down 
your plastic usage, as well as take 
quizzes on other topics such as 
clean energy use, conservation 
and deforestation. 

Locally, the Town of 
Belchertown will be providing 
biodegradable trash bags to any- 
one wishing to collect curbside 
trash on Earth Day. Trash bags 
may be obtained at the DPW, 
290 Jackson St, Highway Garage 
location, April 19 to 21. All trash 
collected must be brought to the 
Transfer Station for disposal by 
Friday, April 23 during regular 
business hours or contact the 
DPW Office to arrange for pick- 
up. 
Use the hashtags #green- 
belchertown and #earthday to 
share your actions and tips for 
celebrating Earth Day today and 
all year long! 


Belchertown Water District 
P.O. Box 801 ¢ Belchertown, MA 01007 ¢ (413)-323-6987 


Due to COVID-19 protocol the 2020 Belchertown 
Water District Consumer Confidence Report 
is available by mail by calling (413) 323-6987. 


It is available online on the District website www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org 
under “Reports” Direct URL: 


are available by calling the Select Board’s Office (413-323-0403) 


during regular business hours. The deadline to apply is 4:00 p.m. 


on Friday, April 23, 2021. 


Belchertown Water District 


P.O. Box 801, Belchertown, MA 01007 
(413)-323-6987 


www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org 


NOTICE: 


The Belchertown Water District will be conducting the annual hydrant flush- 
ing program April 26th to May 7th 2021 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. Flushing 
will begin in the northern end of the District and proceed south. Rusty 
colored water and low pressure may occur during this program. 


Https://www.belchertownwaterdistrict.org/Forms/ccrreport2020.bwd.pdf 


As the virus passes the report will be available at our main office 


located at 206 Jabish Street or at the Belchertown Selectman’s office 
as well as the Belchertown Public Library. 


CASH PAID 


HAMPSHIRE TOWING 
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SSO 


Time To Glean Up Your Property! 
FOR UNWANTED VEHICLES 


& EQUIPMENT 


Trucks e Vans ¢ Cars ¢ Trailers 


FREE REMOVAL ANYWHERE IN THE PIONEER VALLEY 
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make a cash offer 
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Call 24 hours a day 413-534-5373 


Hampshire Towing is also a full service towing and recovery company anywhere! 


NO BOATS, NO CAMPERS, TRAILERS OR RV’S & 
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UMass Amherst Libraries bring city nature challenge to Pioneer Valley 


AMHERST —The UMass Amherst 
Libraries are pleased to coordinate efforts 
for the Pioneer Valley’s participation in 
the annual international City Nature 
Challenge. The Challenge consists of a 
submission period from April 30 to May 
3, during which participants submit obser- 
vations (such as photos or audio evidence) 
of wild plants, animals and fungi using the 
free mobile app iNaturalist, and a crowd- 
source-based identification period from 


May 4 to 9. 

According to the CNC website, the 
Challenge was started in 2016 by citi- 
zen science teams at the Natural History 
Museum of Los Angeles County and the 
California Academy of Sciences in San 
Francisco “as a fun way to capitalize on 
their home cities’ friendly rivalry and hold 
a citizen science event around urban biodi- 
versity.” Additionally, the wildlife informa- 
tion gathered during the Challenge “gives 


scientists, educators, urban planners, and 
policymakers insight into the biodiversity 
of urban locales throughout the world.” 
Last year, more than 800,000 observations 
were made. 

Recently, Challenge organizers released 
a statement saying “In light of the COVID- 
19 pandemic, the 2021 City Nature 
Challenge will not be focused on competi- 
tion; instead we want to embrace the heal- 
ing power of nature and celebrate tens of 


thousands of people all around the world, 
searching for and documenting their local 
biodiversity, together in this event.” 

This year marks the second year that the 
Pioneer Valley is officially participating. 
Melanie Radik, librarian in the Science and 
Engineering Library, is spearheading orga- 
nization efforts with an information guide 
and virtual workshops on April 29 and May 
4 for interested participants. 
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schoolers needs to be six feet apart, we’ll 
be okay. We are going to have move some 
classes, say for example you have a class in 
room 204 and you have 24 kids, and there 
are 21 desks, we’re going to have move 
them to the library, cafeteria or another 
space,” Sullivan said. “Those are some of 
the logistics that we’re working out now as 
we get a better idea of what those numbers 
will look like.” 

Sullivan said they have learned from hav- 
ing the seventh and eighth graders back in 
the building. 

“They’ve been really compliant, but they 
are often within three to six feet of each 
other and we tell them, then no greater 
then 10 seconds later they’re back,” he 
said. “Talking to the school nurse, the only 
worry we have around high school is the 
potential for contact tracing. The logistics, 
in terms of numbers and things, we feel 
we’re in a pretty good place to make it 
work. In the seventh and eighth grade, we 
have 82% back in person and grade nine 
through 12 we’re expecting 67%.” 

He added that the school has made pos- 
itive steps in terms of using the gym for 
potential cafeteria space for students. 

“Fans were installed with the redistribu- 
tion system that brings in and disburses air. 
We’re planning on bringing seats in there,” 
Sullivan said. “We’ve made lunch work 
with grades seven and eight, had about 80 
students in the cafeteria, though one ate in 
a ninth grade classroom. We’ve been for- 
tunate to have nice weather, so students are 
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opting to eat outside. We’re in a good place 
for lunch and break.” 

School Committee Vice Chair Stephanie 
Parent made a motion to bring students in 
grades nine through 12 back to full time in 
person learning starting April 26. 

“T think it’s important to remember not 
only our small size, but Stephen just said 
67% were returning. We already have a 
small population and we’re cutting that 
down. I think that sounds reasonable,” 
Parent said. 

Hepworth also provided the board 
with an update following Granby’s return 
to the red designation according to the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health. 

“T explained our focus is school spread 
not so much the community spread,” 
Hepworth said. “We’ve been working with 
the staff to focus on just in school spread 
rather than focusing on the community.” 

However, just because the schools are 
focusing on school spread does not mean 
there won’t be a class, grade, or potential- 
ly a building going remote should there a 
spread in a respective group. 

Hepworth said the schools are still doing 
contact tracing based on who is less than 
six feet from a person. 

“We are three feet apart per student, so 
if a student is positive, we have to look at 
where they are in relation to the other stu- 
dents around them, and they would have to 
quarantine,’ Hepworth said. 

School Committee member Jill Pelletier 
said the schools are now following DESE 
guidance on the matter. 





ANCE 


Hardware 


SALES & REPAIRS 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 


Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


(413) 253-4867 





our, Lo 
us 


Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plow « Sanders 


GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


Belchertown children’s meals program menu 


For the week of April 19 to April 23. 
There will be no school due to spring recess. 


ATM = from page 1 


they became articles subject to action like 
any other article whether put on by the 
Selectboard or the Planning Board or any 
other town official.” 

He said the article will be subject to vote, 
debate, amendments, postponement and 
treated in the same way any other article 
would be treated. 

“It appears that from a matter of sub- 
stance they suffer from a particular prob- 
lem and that is that they are proposing 
action that appears to be beyond the 
authority of town meeting,” he said. “As 
you’re aware, town meeting is the legisla- 
tive branch of town government and as the 
legislative branch, it has certain legislative 
authorities... Through the general laws cer- 
tain responsibilities are given to the legisla- 
tive branch, others to the executive.” 

He said the use of town property, in this 
instance, the Recreation Department, has 
custody and control of the land as well as 
the authority to make decisions about how 
the land is used. 

Town meeting could designate whether 
the property is put to certain uses, once the 
property is put to said use, it transfers to 
the executive branch. 

Regarding the stormwater issue, Corbo 
said he believed the articles were trying to 
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achieve the same thing — withdrawing the 
town’s stormwater management fee. 

There are two parts of the stormwater fee 
— one in an accounting component and the 
other is the fee. 

In 2019 voters established an enterprise, 
which is a dedicated account for the money 
raised is in one place to be used for the 
stormwater program. Without it, money 
would go into the general fund of the town. 

“It’s just an accounting mechanism to 
make sure that whatever funds raised by 
the town in connection to the stormwater 
program are put into this separate account 
and used for the purpose of the stormwater 
program,” Corbo said. 

While the fee was originally through 
the stormwater bylaw, in 2019 the bylaw 
was amended, removing the fee provisions. 
Those were then enacted as a regulation of 
the Selectboard. 

“The article that proposes the amend- 
ment to the stormwater bylaw appears to 
me that is trying to strike the language 
from a bylaw that has already been strick- 
en,” Corbo said. “It is part of the regulation 
enacted by the Selectboard, but the board 
has the authority to enact those regulation 
and based on the concept of separation of 
powers, town meeting doesn’t have the 
authority to prohibit the board from excis- 
ing that authority.” 





> 





NAPA GOLD FILTER 


ON SALE 


April 5th-April 19th 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(5 ic) cdc By (71-5 Me) ec ac be 4-1) 


Get 
a ARTS the Good 
(With) AUTO PARTS 0 PB Stuff 


Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 


Turley®, 


Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 









business here! 








THE SENTINEL - THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021 


PAGE 9 





i EDUCATION 


Pre-school registration for 
peer model students open 


BELCHERTOWN — Belchertown 
Public Schools is inviting residents to 
register their three and four-year-old 
children for preschool to be peer model 
students during the 2021-2022 school 
year. These programs are half-day and 
tuition-free. 

Applications are available outside the 
main entrance from April | through April 
30 and via the CSS website, belcher- 
townps.org/css. 

To be eligible for preschool: 

e Students must be 3 or 4 years old on 


or before Sept. 1, 2021. 

e Students must be completely toilet 
trained. 

Registration packets may be mailed 
to Cold Spring School, 57 South Main 
Street, Belchertown, MA 01007 or 
deposited in the drop box located outside 
the main entrance. 

Should the number of applicants 
exceed our peer model slots, a lottery will 
be held on Friday, May 7. If you have any 
questions, please call the Cold Spring 
Early Childhood Center at 413-323-0428. 


St. Francis of Assisi Knights of Columbus 
scholarship applications now available 


BELCHERTOWN -— The St. Francis 
of Assisi Knights of Columbus Council 
10698 of Belchertown is again offering 
a scholarship to deserving high school 
graduating senior(s) who plan to continue 
their education at a college, university, 
trade school or other accredited post-high 
school institutions of higher learning and 
as striven and demonstrated traits of the 
same principles of our order or charity 
and service to their school, faith and com- 
munity. 

The scholarship is being offered to 
applicants who are: 

e A graduating high school senior with 
a grade point average of 2.5 or higher. 

e Either a: Belchertown resident, a fam- 
ily member of a member of the St. Francis 
of Assisi Council #10698 or parishioner 
of a Catholic parish in the council’s gen- 
eral vicinity of Belchertown, Granby and 
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Belchertown seniors 





Emma Sotiropoulos will be attending Bay Path 
University in the fall. 





BELCHERTOWN -— Belchertown High 
School Principal Christine Vigneux has 
begun featuring a member of the Class of 
2021 in a question and answer survey about 
their tenure in the school. 

Each of the seniors featured decorated a 
cap sharing their future plans and they have 
also answered questions about their experi- 
ences at “the Nest,’ the school community 
of Belchertown Public Schools. 

These seniors will be featured in the 
Sentinel as well. 


Emma Sotiropoulos 
What are your future plans? 


I plan on attending Bay Path University 
and I am still considering the major I 





Emma Sotiropoulos 


would like to pursue. 

What is your favorite memory from the 
Nest? 

My favorite memory is seeing how nice 
and including everyone is when I came into 
this school. 

What advice do you have for our young- 
er Orioles? 

The advice I would give to younger 
Orioles is to just enjoy everything because 
four years goes by too fast and you don’t 
want to miss anything because before you 
know it, it’s already done. 

What is your proudest moment as an 
Oriole? 

My proudest moment as an Oriole is 
getting towards that moment of graduating 
and feeling proud of earning my diploma 
from here. 
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College 


Kayla Henry named to 
Fall 2020 Deans List at 
Stonehill College 


EASTON — Kayla Henry, of 
Belchertown, a member of the Class of 
2021, has been named to the Fall 2020 
Dean’s List at Stonehill College. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students 
must have a semester grade point average 
of 3.50 or better and must have complet- 
ed successfully all courses for which they 
were registered. 

Stonehill is a Catholic college located 
near Boston on a beautiful 384-acre cam- 
pus in Easton, Massachusetts. 
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Local students named 
to Fall 2020 Dean's List at 
Saint Michael's College 


COLCHESTER, VT — The following 
local students were named to the Dean’s 
List at Saint Michael’s College for the Fall 
2020 semester. 

e Jenna Blain, a senior neurosci- 
ence major from Belchertown and a 
graduate of Belchertown High School. 
Saint Michael’s College, founded in the 
great Catholic intellectual tradition, which 
also recognizes the principles of social jus- 
tice and compassion, is a selective, fully 
residential Catholic college in Vermont’s 
beautiful Green Mountains. 


7K OOK ok 


American International 
College announces 
Fall 2020 Dean's List 


SPRINGFIELD — American 
International College in Springfield, has 
named 640 students to the Dean’s List for 


the fall 2020 semester. Dean’s List students 
are full time students who have achieved a 
3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends the efforts 
and accomplishments of these scholars 
during this unprecedented time. 

Emma Bowers, of Granby 

Trystin Burger, of Granby 

Cenai Collins, of Amherst 

Daniel Dineen, of Belchertown 

Elizabeth Lobik, of Belchertown 

Junior Pontes Da Veiga, of Amherst 

Nora Young, of Granby 

Founded in 1885, American International 
College is a private, co-educational, doc- 
toral granting institution located in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, comprising the 
School of Business, Arts and Sciences, the 
School of Education, and the School of 
Health Sciences. 
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Springfield College 
recognizes Deans List 
students for the 
2020 Fall Semester 


SPRINGFIELD -— Springfield College 
Recognizes Dean’s List Students for the 
2020 Fall Semester. 

Springfield College has named Michael 
White from Granby, to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. White has a primary major of 
Applied Exercise Science. 

Springfield College has named Samuel 
Clark from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Clark has a primary major of 
Business Management. 

Springfield College has named Elisha 
Wenc from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Wenc has a primary major of 
Business Management. 

Springfield College has named Matteo 
Picardi from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Picardi has a primary major of 
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Michele Braidwood joins 
Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency 


BELCHERTOWN, MA - Bell & Hudson Insurance is 
excited to announce the hiring of Michele Braidwood in 


their Belchertown office as personal insurance Customer 


Service Representative. Michele is responsible for the 


processing of new business and renewal personal insur- 


ance coverages. She joins Bell & Hudson's Belchertown 


personal insurance department employees, Candace McNeaney, Beth Gouin, 
Trisha Krafchuk, Chrissy Boulais and Leah Lakso. 
Michele is a graduate of Monson Jr.-Sr. High School, and began her insur- 


ance career in 1992. She comes to Bell & Hudson Insurance with over 28 


years of experience and is fully licensed in Massachusetts and Connecticut. 


She holds the CISR (Certified Insurance Services Representative) designa- 


tion, is a Notary Public, and is fully trained with Registry of Motor Vehicles 


transactions. 


Michele is an animal lover. She has been an 8-year volunteer for a local 


cat rescue, serving many towns throughout Western MA. She enjoys spend- 


ing time with her friends and family, yardwork, reading, and binge-watching 
Netflix. She lives in Ludlow with her 3 cats, Bella, Leonard and Herschel. 


HUDSON 


Insurance Agency, Inc. 





19 N. Main Street — P.O. Box 669 —- 
Belchertown, Massachusetts 01007-0669 
15 Central Street — P.O. Box 1001 —- 
West Brookfield, Massachusetts 01585-3141 
www.bellandhudson.com 


Criminal Justice. 

Springfield College has named John 
White from Granby, to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. White has a primary major of 
Criminal Justice. 

Springfield College has named Hailley 
Boutin from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Boutin has a primary major of 
English. 

Springfield College has named Chase 
Kupinsky from Belchertown, to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2020 
fall semester. Kupinsky has a primary 
major of English. 

Springfield College has named Erin 
Klaes from Amherst, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Klaes has a primary major of 
Exploratory Studies. 

Springfield College has named Samantha 
Birks from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Birks has a primary major of 
Health Science/Pre-physician Assistant. 

Springfield College has named Rachel 
Drummond from Belchertown, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for 
the 2020 fall semester. Drummond has 
a primary major of Health Science/Pre- 
physician Assistant. 

Springfield College has named Kaelyn 
Croteau from Granby, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Croteau has a primary major of 
Health Science. 

Springfield College has named Sonia 
Dugger from Belchertown, to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2020 
fall semester. Dugger has a primary major 
of Health Science. 

Springfield College has named Alberto 
Morales-Fernandez from Amherst, to the 
dean’s list for academic excellence for the 
2020 fall semester. Morales-Fernandez has 
a primary major of Health Science. 

Springfield College has named Juan 
Ross-Perkins from Amherst, to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2020 
fall semester. Ross-Perkins has a primary 
major of Health Science. 

Springfield College has named Trinity 
Sperry from Granby, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 





semester. Sperry has a primary major of 
Health Science. 

Springfield College has named Quinn 
Kenneally from Belchertown, to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2020 
fall semester. Kenneally has a primary 
major of History. 

Springfield College has named Grace 
Drost from Belchertown, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Drost has a primary major of 
Marketing. 

Springfield College has named Joelle 
Ouimette from Belchertown, to the dean’s 
list for academic excellence for the 2020 
fall semester. Ouimette has a primary major 
of Marketing. 

Springfield College has named Katherine 
Sarnacki from Granby, to the dean’s list 
for academic excellence for the 2020 fall 
semester. Sarnacki has a primary major of 
Sports Biology. 

The criteria for selection to the Dean’s 
List are as follows: The student must have 
completed a minimum of 12 credit hours of 
graded coursework for the term, exclusive 
of “P” grades. The student must not have 
any incompletes or missing grades in the 
designated term. The student must have a 
minimum semester grade average of 3.500 
for the term. 
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Local students make dean's 
list at Connecticut College 


NEW LONDON, CT -The following stu- 
dents have been named to the Connecticut 
College dean’s list for the 2020 fall semes- 
ter. 

¢ Banti Jaswal, 2024, Dean’s High 
Honors, Undeclared 

e Malina Kern, 2023, Dean’s Honors, 
Psychology 

e Allison McNamara, 2021, Dean’s High 
Honors, International Relations 

About Connecticut College 
Founded in 1911, Connecticut College is a 
highly selective private liberal arts college 
of 1,800 students located on a 750-acre 
arboretum campus in New London, over- 
looking Long Island Sound and the Thames 
River. 
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— GRANBY 


Granby scholarship “en pays it forward 


GRANBY - When Bobbi 
Rougeau received the scholar- 
ships that enabled her to attend 
Holyoke Community College, she 
was sure of one thing: “Someday 
I’m going to pay it forward.” 

She just was not sure when that 
might be. 

In 2004, her first year in HCC’s 
Early Childhood Education pro- 
gram, Rougeau was already oper- 
ating a family childcare center out 
of her Granby home, attending 
classes at night and caring for 
twin girls born in 1998. That year 
she received the Kathryn “Kitty” 
Broman Scholarship through the 
HCC Foundation. 

The Elaine Marieb New 
Directions Scholarship saw her 
through her second year, when 
she was taking a full course load 
and also renovating the building 
that would become a new stand- 
alone childcare facility. Two 
months after getting her associate 
degree in 2006, she opened the 
Alphabet Soup Childcare Center 
for infants on West State Street in 
Granby. 

Now, despite the upheaval of 
the pandemic, she said the time is 
right to make good on her pledge. 
Rougeau has committed $16,000 
to endow an annual scholarship 
for students enrolled in HCC’s 
Early Childhood Education pro- 
gram. 

“Bobbi is creating opportu- 
nities for future generations of 
HCC students just like someone 
had done for her, and that makes 
the Alphabet Soup Scholarship 
even more special,’ said Amanda 


— REGION 


New app 


GREENFIELD — A new smart- 
phone app launched on World 
Water Day, March 22, to help 
paddlers navigate the Connecticut 
River, particularly for multi-day 
paddles. 

The Connecticut River Paddlers’ 
Trail is a unique, water-based trail 
that includes a series of primitive 
campsites and river access points 
spanning over 400 miles of the 
Connecticut River through NH, 
VT, MA and CT. 

CRPT is managed by a collab- 
orative of more than 30 nonprofit 
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Bobbi Rougeau, of Granby, sets up new fund for early childhood education 


students. 


E. Sbriscia, vice president of 
Institutional Advancement and 
executive director of the HCC 
Foundation. “The Alphabet Soup 
Scholarship will create opportu- 
nities for HCC’s Early Childhood 
Education students to pursue their 
passion. Bobbi’s generosity will 
help break down the financial bar- 
riers students often face achieving 
their degrees.” 

Rougeau faced this kind of bar- 
rier herself. Her mother was an 
office assistant, her father was 


not in the picture, “and I honest- 
ly would not have been able to 
afford to get that degree on my 
own,” she said. 

As long as she can remember, 
Rougeau wanted not only to be a 
teacher but also to own her own 
childcare center. She started in the 
field at 16, working as an assis- 
tant teacher at the Belchertown 
Day School, where she later 
became certified as a lead teach- 
er. Her HCC courses, including 
psychology, curriculum develop- 


ment, and introduction to teaching 
students with exceptional learn- 
ing needs, “brought awareness to 
things you don’t think about as a 
young teacher,’ she said. 

In 2016, marking the 10th 
anniversary of the opening of 
Alphabet Soup, Rougeau wrote 
a letter to HCC benefactor and 
retired professor Elaine Marieb. 

“T was able to achieve my 
goal of an associate degree at the 
completion of that final semes- 
ter thanks to your scholarship,” 
Rougeau wrote. “You will be 
proud to know that I worked very 
hard in an effort to prove my 
worth as a recipient. I graduated 
with high honors and as a mem- 
ber of Phi Theta Kappa ... I know 
there are many others who would 
love nothing more than to attend 
college but find themselves in the 
same financial predicament. I had 
always wanted to pay it forward 
and make a difference in the same 
way you did for me. “ 

Rougeau started with eight 
infants in her family day care 
center and now enrolls 105 chil- 
dren through kindergarten age in 
three locations, her original site 
and Alphabet Soup Preschool 
Plus in South Hadley and Granby. 
Her husband Jim, a truck driv- 
er, is “the maintenance guy,” and 
daughters Casey and Cameron, 
now 22, are teachers. 

Rougeau donated money for a 
partial scholarship in 2015 for one 
student, but due to financial con- 
cerns was unable to commit the 
full amount. Now, however, she 
said she has given almost half and 





hopes to fully fund the rest within 
a year. 

She had to shut down on March 
19, 2020, following Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s order that all early child- 
hood education programs close 
as part of his emergency actions 
to slow the spread of COVID-19. 
When she heard the news, she 
stayed up until four in the morn- 
ing filing the paperwork to par- 
ticipate in the state’s Emergency 
Childcare Program and reopened 
“as if starting from scratch” three 
days later. 

“We needed to help the families 
that had nowhere else to go,” she 
said. “We served so many essen- 
tial workers, it was heartwarming 
to be able to do it.” 

Sean and Grace LaValley, both 
nurses at Baystate Health, used 
the emergency program for their 
daughter, Maeve, when their regu- 
lar preschool closed. 

“I was deployed to a COVID- 
plus unit and was under an 
immense amount of stress,” said 
Sean LaValley. “Alphabet Soup 
was able to accept our little one 
into the emergency program. I 
am so very thankful for their sup- 
port during that daunting time. 
Knowing that my little one was 
under the care of the magnifi- 
cent staff at Alphabet Soup made 
venturing into that unpredictable 
work environment every day that 
much easier.” 

Childcare centers were allowed 
to reopen on June 29 under strict 
new guidelines. Rougeau said she 
was happy to go back to offering 
more options for parents. 


launches, aids Connecticut River paddlers 


organizations and state agencies, 
including the Connecticut River 
Conservancy, the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, and the Vermont 
River Conservancy. Those inter- 
ested in downloading the app 
can find it in CRC’s online store 
at www.ctriver.org/shop, or search 
“Guthook Guides” in your smart- 
phone app store. 

“We chose to launch this 
new app on World Water Day, a 
day where people around the 
world recognize the impor- 
tance of water in our lives,” 


says Gabriel Chevalier, CRPT 
Coordinator. “The Connecticut 
River is the longest river in New 
England and enriches our lives in 
many ways. It offers many rec- 
reational opportunities that pro- 
mote healthy communities and 
boost local economies. This new 
app offers paddlers an easy-to use 
digital paddling guide to navigate 
the CRPT campgrounds, access 
points, rapids and other resources 
along the Connecticut River.” 
Proceeds from the $9.99 app 
and waterproof printed maps are 
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used to fund trail stewardship 
projects. The app was devel- 
oped in partnership with Atlas/ 
Guthook Guides, who offer similar 
app-based guides for other well- 
known trails like the Long Trail 
and the Appalachian Trail. The 
Connecticut River Paddlers’ Trail 
map is available as an in-app pur- 
chase in the Guthook Guides app, 
a free download from the Apple 
App Store or the Google Play 
Store. 

The Connecticut River Paddlers’ 
Trail is managed by a collabora- 
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tive of organizations, guided by a 
shared vision. Partners assist with 
trail planning and development, 
building and stewarding primi- 
tive campsites, improving access 
points and portage trails, and dis- 
seminating information to visitors. 
Campsite development, as well as 
ongoing stewardship, 1s carried out 
by volunteers, scout troops, and 
youth stewardship corps who work 
together to mitigate the impacts 
of recreation use. To learn more, 
visit www.connecticutriverpad- 
dlerstrail.org 
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HCC Foundation 
scholarship 
deadline April 16 


HOLYOKE - The deadline to apply for a Holyoke 
Community College Foundation scholarship for the 
2021-2022 academic year is Friday, April 16. 

More than $245,000 in awards is available for incom- 
ing, continuing and transferring HCC students through 
more than 150 different scholarships. 

Students must be currently enrolled at HCC or have 
been accepted for the upcoming academic year to be 
eligible for scholarships, which are awarded through the 
HCC Foundation, HCC’s nonprofit fundraising corpora- 
tion. 

“Now more than ever, aS more students and families 
face financial insecurity due to COVID-19, scholarships 
are essential to helping students succeed,’ said Amanda 
Sbriscia, vice president of Institutional Advancement 
and executive director of the HCC Foundation. “Amid 
this challenging year, our donors have responded with 
extraordinary generosity, and we are so grateful for their 
continued belief in HCC students and our mission.” 

Applicants only need to fill out a single online form to 
be automatically matched with the scholarships they are 
most qualified to receive. There are scholarships for new 
students, current students and students transferring to 
other institutions, scholarships based on financial need, 
scholarships for students in specific majors, scholarships 
for residents of certain communities, and scholarships 
that recognize academic achievement. 

For the 2020-2021 academic year, the HCC 
Foundation awarded scholarships to more than 200 stu- 
dents. 

To view scholarship opportunities and begin the appli- 
cation process, please go to: www.hcc.edu/scholar- 
ships. 

Questions should be directed to the HCC Foundation 
office at 413-552-2182, or email the scholarship team 
at scholarships@hcc.edu 
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Brougham, Selectboard 
member Jen Turner and other 
involved town entities recently 
went on a walk-through of the 
former state school property. 

“They had a walk through 
several weeks ago...we went 
over the features of this pro- 
posed new road and Project 
Manager Claire O’Neill on 
behalf of the EDIC has asked 
that we endorse this 25% 
design plan review,’ Brougham 
said. 

He added that he made spe- 
cific notation to a peer review 
the Director of Public Steve 
Williams had done, as well as 
noted the Town Planner Doug 
Albertson’s request that any 
street trees be native species. 

Following the endorsement 
of the Selectboard, the EDIC 
will also have to endorse the 
design plan. 


Class of 2021 
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PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Construction work has been underway to demolish former Belchertown State School buildings to make way for a new road. 
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The Belchertown Selectboard recently approved the 25% design plans for a new road off Carriage 
Drive on the former Belchertown State School property. 
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Belchertown 80s kid paintings 


on display 


AMHERST - Hope & Feathers 
Framing and Gallery hosts 80’s Kid, 
paintings by Belchertown artist Chris 
Bordenca, through April 26. 

The nostalgia and sense of fun is clear 
in Chris Bordenca’s vibrantly-colored 
paintings of toys, action figures, and 
other treasured memorabilia from the 
70’s and 80’s. His subjects are iconic and 


familiar: Star Wars characters, Batman 
villains, Rubik’s Cubes, video games, 
sea monkeys, and more, that immediate- 
ly evoke that pre-internet era, especially 
for 80’s 


kids. Chris’ work focuses on 





“Space Invader,” acrylic on canvas, 20x16" by 
artist Chris Bordenca. 





Amherst College Symphony Orchestra to host virtual concert: "Black Music Matters” on Saturday, April 


17 at 7 p.m. 


Owner 

Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 
Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


EARTH.DAY 


CELEBRATE EARTH DAY 


APRIL 22, 2021 


TRASH COLLECTION 


The Town of Belchertown, Department of Public Works 
will be providing biodegradable trash bags to anyone 
wishing to collect curbside trash on Earth Day, 
Thursday, April 22, 2021. Trash bags may be obtained at 
the DPW, 290 Jackson Street, Highway Garage location, 
April 19-21, 2021. All trash collected must be brought 


Commercial 





Painting by Belchertown resident Chris Bordenca 
will be on display through April 26. 


personal connections to objects and plac- 
es from his youth in the seventies and 
eighties, including paintings of action 
figures, toys, and video games from that 
era. After a ten-year hiatus he returned 
to painting in 2018. Since then, he has 
shown his work around the valley in 
group shows, and a show in Australia 
to benefit victims of the wildfires. His 
painting “Starless Sea With Keys” won 
first place for acrylic painting at the 2020 
Northeast Fine Arts Exposition. Chris has 
a BFA from UMass Amherst and lives 
with his family in Belchertown. 

“Almost nothing gets forgotten any- 
more. The past exists in the collective 
memory of the internet, and we can reach 
in and physically bring those memories 


See DISPLAY, page 14 


UMass Theater's COVEN-19 witches 
return in a new ritual for spring 


AMHERST - The springtime signifi- 
cance of May Day and Beltane is the 
creative jumping-off point for a new 
edition of COVEN-19, Or, Magicks for 
Unprecedented Times, running April 29, 30 
and May | live online at UMass Theater as 
part of our Rights of Spring festival. 

COVEN-19, pun very much intended, 
is a community of artistic witches who 
are called upon to own their individual 
and collective power, make meaning out of 
utter chaos, and manifest tangible, seismic 
change. 

As in October, the community will 
fuse witchcraft and theater into an online, 
immersive format that aims to heal some 
of the collective hurt and grief of the past 
year. However, this will be a different per- 
formance, as this spring’s ritual will be per- 
formed in honor of Beltane, or May Day. 

“For me personally, magic is a source 
of healing and introspection,’ dramatur- 
gy grad student and co-creator Maegan 
Clearwood said. She originally proposed 
this project as a way “to be with other 
like-minded people and figure out how to 
make the world a better place.” 

In keeping with that ethos, this is a 
devised piece, meaning that rather than 
working from a script with a single leader, 
the company built the work by exploring 
questions and themes together. “It’s a really 
nice opportunity just for us to experiment 
with ways of making theatre that are egal- 
itarian and collaborative,’ says fellow grad 
student and co-creator Percival Hornak. 

The time is ripe for magick-making! 

COVEN-19 is part of The Rights of 
Spring, a theater festival presented by the 


AMHERST —- The Amherst College 
Department of Music presents a virtual per- 
formance of unjustly neglected masterpieces 
by Black composers for the concert hall per- 
formed by the Amherst College Symphony 
Orchestra: “Black Music Matters - Part One” 
Saturday, April 17 at 7 p.m. on the Music 
Department Events Live Stream page. The 
event is free. Go to www.amherst.edu/go/ 
musicstream. 

More than fifty gifted student classical 
instrumentalists currently in residence on 
the Amherst College campus showcase their 





COURTESY IMAGE 
COVEN-19, a free series of events will run from 
April 22 to May 2. 


University of Massachusetts Department 
of Theater to rebuild connections with each 
other and celebrate what matters in life. As 
winter thaws out, there is no better time to 
safely gather and spark joy together. Events 
run from April 22 to May 2 and are free 
to the general public with performances in 
person and online. 

This event is free. Visit the Fine Arts 
Center Box Office to claim your spot in the 
audience of this and other Rights of Spring 
Festival events. 


talents in all-new content ranging from string 
quartets, brass and woodwind quintets, to 
small chamber orchestras. Featured compos- 
ers include Scott Joplin, William Grant Still, 
Florence Price, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, 
George Walker, Margaret Bonds, Nathaniel 
Dett, Tania Léon, Joseph Boulogne Chevalier 
de Saint-Georges, and Harry T. Burleigh. 

For a complete listing of upcoming 
Amherst College Department of Music 
events, please visit us on the web: https:// 
www.amherst.edu/academiclife/departments/ 
music/events 
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Orthopedics & Sports Medicine is here to get you 
moving again. We're expanding our services and 
geographic reach, with locations in Greenfield, Amherst 
and West Hatfield, including walk-in Injury Clinics in 
Amherst and West Hatfield. And we've added skilled 
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to the Transfer Station for disposal by 


Friday, April 23, 2021 during regular business hours or 
contact the DPW Office to arrange for pickup. 


Thanks to all participants for your efforts toward 


keeping our town clean! 


cooleydickinson.org 


Our Safe Care Commitment—we screen, 
clean, and protect for your safety. 


329 Conway Street 
Greenfield, MA 


Expanded orthopedic care services, right here in the Pioneer Valley. 


Call for an appointment: 413.586.8200 


4 West Street 
West Hatfield, MA 


NOW OPEN: 170 University Drive, Amherst 
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Orthopedics & Sports Medicine 


ADVANCING YOUR HEALTH 
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Virtual support groups offered for patients and families facing cancer 


VIRTUAL — During a cancer journey patients and 
their families often benefit from the support of others. 
Beginning April 1, virtual support groups will be held by 
Camille St.Onge, LICSW and oncology social worker. 
The groups are offered with the support of funds raised by 
the Walk of Champions event or fundraisers. 

“Offering support groups virtually brings people togeth- 
er regardless of their location,” said St. Onge. “Sharing 
concerns with a support group can be a beneficial way 
for people facing cancer to get the help they need to cope 
with the physical and emotional concerns that arise during 


and after a cancer diagnosis. While support and self-help 
groups can vary greatly, groups share one thing in com- 
mon, they are a place where people can share personal 
stories, express emotions, and be heard in an atmosphere of 
acceptance, understanding, and encouragement.” 

The support groups are designed to help patients, their 
families and caregivers cope with the challenges of a can- 
cer diagnosis. 

Beginning April 1, virtual support group offered include: 

¢ General Cancer Support Group: first Wednesday of 
each month, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


Jenks Productions Presents the 31st Annual Springfield 


BRIDAL EAPU 


Event will practice Social Distancing, 
Hand Sanitation Stations, temperature scanned 
on entry and face mask requirement. 


b APRIL 17818 


e Partners in Caregiving: second Wednesday of each 
month, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

e Expressive Writing through Cancer, third Wednesday 
of each month, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

e Breast Cancer Support Group, fourth Wednesday of 
each month, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

All meetings are held virtually due to COVID-19 restric- 
tions. For more information contact Camille St. Onge, 
LICSW, Oncology Social Worker by calling 413-239-7239 
or by email at cstomagin @ gmail.com. 


DISPLAY : from page 13 


into our present,’ Chris said. These paintings are tangible 
and joyful reminders of the most recent pre-internet past, 
even if you weren’t an 80’s kid. 

Walk-ins are welcome for the gallery. Masks required. 
Currently we are allowing four customers in the shop at 
one time. 

About Hope & Feathers Framing and Gallery: 

Hope & Feathers offers expert custom framing to artists, 
art lovers, and anyone looking to preserve and display their 
favorite things. The staff are highly skilled designers and 
have been crafting one-of-a-kind frames for over three 
decades. Hope & Feathers also offer in-house archival 
printing and photo restoration services, and feature the 
work of local artists and makers in their gallery and retail 


space. 


Better seislaiass Center, “Home of the Big E” | 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield, MA 


SAT. & SUN. 11-4 
ADMISSION $10.00 
Morning Session 11-1:30 
Afternoon Session 1:30-4 
Pre-purchase tickets at 
jenksproductions.com 
Limited number of tickets 
at the door 


PARTICIPATING COMPANIES INCLUDE 


Bridal Shops * Formal Wear. Invitations. Health & Wellness. Photographers * Videographers ° Florists 
Caterers * Disc Jockeys * Entertainment * Make-Up & Hair Stylists 
Travel Agents * Banquet Facilities * Wedding Consultants * Hotels * Gifts & Much More! 


REGISTER AT THE SHOW TO WIN THE GRAND PRIZE PACKAGE GIVEAWAY! 


JENKSPRODUCTIONS.COM - (800) 955-/469 
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Joseph Bianco tries to lift a short-range 
shot. 


RACING 





sports@turley.com 







HOLYOKE - Last Thursday, the 
Fall 2 season continued with boys bas- 
ketball action at Holyoke High School. 
Belchertown and Holyoke would never 
usually match up, but with fewer teams 
playing and COVID issues shutting 
down games, the matchup came to 
fruition. Belchertown gave Holyoke a 
close game, but came up on the losing 
end 58-50. Belchertown is 2-3. 


y) @turleysports 


PHOTOS BY 
DAVID HENRY 
WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


ABOVE: Evan White 
fights through 

the Holyoke 
defense to shoot. 


RIGHT: Jordan 
Lanoue shoots 
under pressure. 


Pa acebook.com/turleysports 








Henry Audette gets a little air as he 


attempts a layup. 





Racing action kicks off at Icebreaker event 


THOMPSON, Conn. — 
Hudson, NH’s Derek Griffith went 
wire-to-wire to capture the Pro All 
Stars Series (PASS) Thompson 
75 at the annual Icebreaker 
on Saturday, April 10. Griffith 
grabbed the lead in the first cor- 
ner and was on a rail from there, 
claiming victory in the headlin- 
er for the afternoon session of 
the 82nd Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park season opener. 

Griffith’s win kept the young 
star perfect on the PASS Super 
Late Model season. He captured 
both PASS National Easter Bunny 
150 events at North Carolina’s 
Hickory Motor Speedway the 
previous weekend. Now Griffith 
also has a win in the PASS North 
championship opener. 

It took less than 500 feet for 


Griffith to get to the front at 
Thompson. He started second 
after winning the second qualify- 
ing heat, and when polesitter Ben 
Rowe had trouble coming up to 
speed, Griffith and several others 
shot past. 

The only thing that could slow 
Griffith was the race’s lone cau- 
tion on lap 3 when Garrett Hall 
tagged the backstretch wall. When 
the field went green again, Griffith 
put the hammer down. Rowley, 
MA’s Eddie “The Outlaw” 
MacDonald gave chase as best 
he could, and could narrow the 
gap some in traffic, but Griffith 
restored his margin every time 
they got clear. 

Even as multiple other driv- 
ers had strong runs go sour in 
the unseasonable warm weather, 


Griffith never wavered. He ulti- 
mately put more than half the 
field a lap down and cruised to an 
impressive win. 

“T love it here,’ Griffith said 
after the race. “I tell people all 
the time about how cool the 
Icebreaker is and how big of a 
weekend it is. You know we trav- 
el everywhere and not everybody 
understands how big of a weekend 
it is — and not just for PASS...so 
to come get another (win) here is 
pretty cool. It’s definitely one to 
mark off.” 

MacDonald finished sec- 
ond with Center Conway, NH’s 
Gabe Brown a comfortable third. 
Rowe recovered from his early 
troubles and held off Rowland 
Robinson Jr. for fourth. Reigning 
PASS North champion D.J. Shaw, 


Johnny Clark, Corey Casagrande, 
Mike Scorzelli, and Dan Winter 
rounded out the top-10. 

Berlin, CT’s Keith Rocco came 
out on top of a barnburner to 
win the Sunoco Modified season 
opener. Rocco started fourth in 
the 30-lap main event and took 
the lead from Oxford, MA’s Troy 
Talman on a lap-9 restart after 
Christian Turissi’s spin. 

Wolcott, CT’s Mike Christopher 
moved into the runner-up spot 
following the second caution on 
lap 13. Rocco and Christopher 
pulled away from the field nose- 
to-tail for several laps, but with 
seven to go, the real battle began. 
Christopher dove inside Rocco 


See RACING, page 16 = 









www.sports.turley.com 


BASEBALL 


Gameplay 
largely 
unaffected 
in baseball 
change 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — While game- 
play will remain largely the 
same, many high school 
baseball players will have to 
change a number of habits 
at least to start the baseball 
season in May. 

Baseball is a game of 
superstition, habitual repeti- 
tion of certain motions and 
the needed to do things like 
spit seeds and chew gum. 

But under the modifica- 
tions to the sport made by the 
Office of Environmental and 
Energy Affairs, players will 
have to refrain some certain 
behaviors, wear masks, and 
maintain distance despite the 
game itself involving a lot of 
distance. 

The EEA, which has been 
making modifications to high 
school sports and working 
with the MIAA to ensure 
safe play during the pandem- 
ic, did not have to do much 
to change how the game of 
baseball is played. But a 
number of the “dirty” hab- 
its needed to be curtailed to 
make it safer. 

Consumption and spitting 
of sunflower and other seeds 
are prohibited this season. 
Players also cannot chew or 
spit during games. Spitting 
is also a major habit in base- 
ball, and is banned for high 
schoolers and adults. 


See BASEBALL, page 16 = 
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SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Keith Rocco was a winner at last 
weekend's Icebreaker event. 
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New head coach for Blue Sox 


HOLYOKE—The Valley 
Blue Sox are proud to announce 
the signing of Hezekiah (Hez) 
Randolph as the new head coach 
beginning this 2021 season. 

“T couldn’t be more excited to 
join the Blue Sox as head coach,” 
said Randolph, who has a colorful 
history with the Sox, from being a 
player in the 2016 season to join- 
ing the coaching staff as a hitting 
coach in 2018. 

“T think everyone’s goal is to 
one day fill the position of head 
coach, so I am first thrilled to 
take on this role.’ He continued, 
“Secondly, to be the head coach 
for the Blue Sox, an organization 
that holds a special place in my 
heart.” 

Randolph, 25, hails from Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, and is an alum- 
nus of the University of New 
Orleans, where he played colle- 
giate baseball at the Division | 
level. 

“T’m a southern kid, and I start- 
ed playing unorganized baseball 
when I was two years old with my 
parents. I was hitting balls across 
the room,” he laughed, “‘and that’s 
when my dad decided that base- 
ball was something that he should 
start investing in for me.” 

Randolph played baseball, bas- 
ketball, and football at Parkview 
Baptist High School in Baton 
Rouge, where he discovered his 
passion for baseball, although 
“most people thought that foot- 
ball was my better sport,” he said. 
After dropping basketball, his 
“first love,’ he ended up loving 
baseball more and more, and “‘it 
became the sport I saw myself 
playing at the next level.” 

Randolph excelled at the 
University of New Orleans, start- 
ing as a freshman and contribut- 


ing to the “tough turnaround” of 
the team. He led the Privateers 
in RBI (31), doubles (11), home 
runs (4), and slugging percentage 
(.433), in addition to being named 
a Louisville Slugger Freshman 
All-American in his first year and 
All-Louisiana First Team in his 
senior year. 

The summer after his junior 
year, the Blue Sox staff reached 
out to Randolph’s college coach 
in hopes of having him join the 
2016 roster. 

“They actually thought I was 
some kind of myth,” Randolph 
recalled, “Why would a guy from 
New Orleans, Louisiana show up 
to Massachusetts?” 

In the end, Randolph did show 
up. He spent the summer with 
the Blue Sox, and was selected 
for the New England Collegiate 
Baseball League All-Star Game, 
in addition to earning sec- 
ond-team honors. 

Randolph found a home with 
the Blue Sox organization. “It was 
probably the best time of my life. 
I had an awesome host family 
who I still communicate with, as 
they were such an amazing bless- 
ing to me. They continue to help 
me develop as a man and I truly 
view them as family.” He said. 

When he wasn’t playing that 
summer, Randolph spent his free 
time giving hitting lessons. “I was 
developing as a player myself, 
but also learning how to develop 
other players to be able to reach 
their own goals.” 

Randolph’s coaching style and 
philosophy originates in large part 
from the teachings of the previous 
Blue Sox head coach and current 
Director of Baseball Operations, 
John Raiola. 

“John has been an amaz- 


ing mentor for me. I never real- 
ly experienced a coach put in 
the time to develop the person 
and not just the athlete,” said 
Randolph. “The mental part of it 
is always going to play a part in 
a players performance, and John 
definitely got me to understand 
that.” 

Randolph was coaching a travel 
team when Raiola called to offer 
him the position as head coach. 

“Throughout that summer, I 
enjoyed coaching so much that I 
thought to myself: If I love it so 
much, why not do it for a living? 
This was an opportunity I could 
not pass up.” He recalls. 

In anticipation of the season, 
Randolph is looking forward to 
figuring out how to connect to his 
players as a head coach. 

“The dynamic [from being an 
assistant coach to a head coach] is 
different.” He said, “The players 
feel like they can be a little more 
comfortable with you, because, 
at the end of the day, an assistant 
doesn’t really make the lineup. 

I think that is going to be the 
most interesting part, as John 
really taught me how important it 
is to be able to connect with your 
players and find out how you are 
going to motivate them. If you’re 
coaching a bunch of unmotivated 
guys, it’s going to be hard to drive 
them to win and be the best player 
that they can be. At the end of the 
day, developing players is what 
this is all about.” He said. 

Randolph’s experience with the 
Blue Sox gave him a new out- 
look on the game of baseball, and 
he could not be more excited to 
begin his journey as head coach. 
According to Randolph, “this 
opportunity pretty much changed 
my life.” 





MIAA hosts virtual 
wellness summit 


FRANKLIN —- The Annual 
Wellness Summit, which was 
offered at no cost and intended 
for student leaders and school 
personnel, included a morn- 
ing and afternoon session each 
day. Over 500 participants were 
engaged in 12 interactive work- 
shops covering subjects such as 
student and staff mental health, 
self-care and resiliency, sub- 
stance misuse prevention, pro- 
moting support for LGBTQ 
students, suicide prevention, 
sports injury prevention, clean 
eating and diet culture and stu- 
dent leadership and teamwork. 
Participants included students, 
teachers, nurses, school adminis- 
trators, wellness coordinators and 
school resource officers. 

Workshop presenters included 
members of the MIAA Partners 
in Prevention, a powerful collab- 


oration of public and private pre- 
vention agencies and initiatives. 
These agencies provide generous 
support, resources and expertise 
in the delivery of wellness ser- 
vices and programs. Presenters 
included: Ivy Watts (Ivy Watts 
Speaks), Jeff Perrotti (DESE Safe 
Schools Program for LGBTQ 
Students), Charity Bell (MA 
Department of Mental Health), 
Robert Hackenson, Jr. (Dynamic 
Influence), Student Advisory 
Committee (SAC) (MIAA), Jon 
Mattleman (Minding Your Mind), 
Kendra McDonald (Samaritans), 
Dr. Andrew Chen and Kate 
Fischer (University Orthopedics), 
Theresa Melito-Connors (Dr. 
MC’s Self Care Cabaret), Monika 
Ostroff (MEDA), Chris Sullivan 
(Not in the Playbook) and 
Kathi Meyer Sullivan (Taylor’s 
Message). 





Valley Wheel Baseball seeks players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is 
looking for new players for 
the 2021 season, which is set 
to begin at the end of April. 
Players who are 28-years-old 
prior to June 1 are eligible to 
play in the league this sea- 
son, however, only those 30 
by June | are eligible to pitch. 
The league includes six teams 
and there is a 15-game season 
that begins on Sunday, April 
25. Games are 12 Sundays, a 
special Mother’s Day week- 
end Saturday game, and two 
weekday night games under the 
lights. The season ends the final 


week of July with the playoffs 
for the top four teams during 
the first two weeks of August. 
Tryouts are set for the first three 
weekends in April. Tryouts will 
be Saturday, April 3, Sunday, 
April 11, and Sunday, April 18, 
all weather-permitting. A draft 
for new players will be held 
after the final tryout. All players 
bat and every player spends at 
least four innings in the field. 
The league will be playing with 
some minor modifications due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. For 
more information, please con- 
tact League Commissioner Jim 
Nason at wheell2 @comcast.net. 





RACING ~ from page 15 


Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports department has recently 


entering turn 3, the first of what would be six passes in as 
many laps. Rocco, however, kept putting his Modified out 
front at the start/finish line where it counted. 

As the duo got the two-to-go signal, Christopher final- 
ly had the lead by a nose at the line and cleared Rocco 
entered turn one. Rocco went back underneath him in the 
third turn, and the two banged nerf bars. Christopher slid 
up the track, allowing Rocco to get away for another victo- 
ry in his dominating Thompson Speedway career. 

Talman and Todd Owen also got past Christopher thanks 
to the late contact, finishing second and third in the final 
rundown. Christopher had to settle for fourth. Danny 
Cates, Jonathan Puleo, John Lowinski-Loh, Richard 
Williams, Jason Sundeen, and Paul LaPlante completed the 
top-10. 

Franklin, MA’s Bobby Santos III kicked off his 
Icebreaker weekend with a victory in the 25-lap NEMA 
LITES Midgets feature. Santos started seventh in the Matt 
and Bob Seymour-owned #1, and after a slow start, began 
him march to the front. He inherited the second spot on 
lap 13 when Dan Cugini’s Midget shut down, then caught 
leader Jim Santa Maria with eight laps to go. 

One lap later, Santos drove beneath Santa Maria on the 
front stretch and cleared him entering turn 1. It was no 
contest from there as Santos sailed to the victory. 

Santa Maria came in second followed by Jake Trainor. 
Kyle Valeri, Richie Coy, Paul Scally, Christopher Vose, 
Tiana Kibbe, Matt Seavy, and Cugini finched fourth 
through 10th. 

Plymouth, MA Paul Newcomb ended a frenetic two days 
on a high note by winning the 25-lap Street Stock Open 
feature. Newcomb started fourth and found an opening 
early, muscling beneath polesitter Ryan Waterman in turn 
four to take the lead after two laps. 

Candia, NH’s Jimmy Renfrew Jr. was the only driver 
who could even come close to hanging with Newcomb on 
the ensuing green-flag run. Renfrew got a shot on a restart 
with eight laps to go after Zachary Mead’s spin. But the 
#00 got loose exiting turn four the following lap. Renfrew 
eventually slid back to fourth as Newcomb marched to the 
victory. 

Waterman finished second with Kyle Gero third. 
Joe Kohler, Wayne Coury, Bobby Segar Jr., Devin 
McConologue, Justin Travis, and Nick Hovey also earned 
top-10 finishes. 

Freeport, NY’s Gerard Giordano Jr. won a photo finish 
over Warwick, RI’s Ryan Vanasse in the 35-lap EXIT 





SUBMITTED 


Sean Newcomb also picked up a win. 


Realty Pro Truck Challenge feature. Vanasse had pulled 
away in the middle stages of the event, but Giordano had 
the better long-run truck and ran him down with seven laps 
to go. The fourth and final caution came out soon after, set- 
ting up a four-lap dash to the finish. 

Vanasse initially cleared Giordano on the restart. With 
two laps to go, though, Giordano ducked back inside. 
Entered turn for the final time, the duo touched and got 
sideways. After gathering it up, they banged doors again 
coming to the line. It was Giordano, the former series 
champion, edging Vanasse by 0.015 seconds for the win. 

Waterford, CT’s Emma Monahan had a strong run 
for third. Duane Noll, Connor Souza, Joe Arena, Andy 
Lindeman, Todd Taylor, Joseph Coates, and Randy Coates 
opened their season with top-10 finishes. 

Sterling, CT’s Jared Roy continued his domination of 
the Thompson Mini Stocks with a victory in their 15-lap 
feature. Roy came from seventh on the starting grid to run 
down Steven Michalski at the halfway mark. After ducking 
inside Michalski as the leaders completed lap nine, Roy 
completed the pass entering turn one a circuit later. 

Coming out of turn four the next time around, Michalski 
broke loose and spun to bring out the race’s only caution. 
Roy had a rear-view mirror full of Gales Ferry, CT’s 
Thomas Silva over the final four laps, but held on for 
the victory. Dave Trudeau, Douglas Curry, and Charles 
Canfield completed the top-five. 





joined Instagram. You can find our account by search- 
ing “turleysports.” We will regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in our publications on a weekly 
basis. Please follow and share with your friends and 
loved ones. We will be featuring photos from all 11 of 
our sports sections in the coming weeks, but as always, 
you can see all the photos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a copy in your community. 


BASEBALL : from page 15 


In high school, following warm-ups each half-inning, 
it is common for infielders, the catcher, and pitcher 
to have a brief “hype-up” huddle. That action is now 
banned to limit close contact among players. 

If a coach wants to bring the infield into a huddle 
to discuss a strategy, six-foot distancing is required. 
Otherwise, the EFA is encouraging coaches to limit 
mound visits in general, and typically just to one coach, 
a pitcher, and a catcher. 

High-fives and hand shakes are also extremely com- 
mon in baseball, especially after a runner scores or an 
at-bat has been completed. While fist-bumps are not 
specifically banned, the EEA says players must refrain 
from hand-touching, which includes high-fives, and 
handshakes. Like all sports, the post-game handshake is 
suspended until the pandemic has ended. 

In order to increase grip on the bat, many players 
often spit on their hands and/or batting gloves. That 
practice is also not allowed, especially in the case of 
players sharing bats. 

All shared equipment, specifically batting helmets 
and bats, and in some cases, catcher’s gear, must all be 
properly sanitized between uses by different players. 
However, it can be shared unlike previous seasons and 
other sports where equipment could not be shared at all. 

Game-play itself, is otherwise unaffected. While 
masks are required, there are no extra timeouts for 
water breaks as they are built in when a team is batting. 
There are no modifications to situations where players 
are in closer contact, such as the batter to catcher close 
distance, or a baserunner to a first baseman. 

The spring season is scheduled to begin on April 26 
with games beginning a week or two later. The spring 
season will go to July 3. 
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Keep in touch with kids at camp 


Summer camp is an exciting way for children to 
spend their extended vacations from the classroom. 
Camps cater to various interests, including sports, crafts 
and even technological hobbies. 

Children who attend overnight camps may spend 
several nights away from home. Some kids take this in 
stride, while others, possibly away from home for the 
first time, may experience some homesickness. Staying in 
touch while the kids are at camp can help alleviate fears 
and show children their parents care. 

Camps now handle communication issues differently 


than they might have when today’s parents were campers. 


While it once common for campers to send handwritten 
letters or short missives home to mom and dad, technol- 
ogy has changed that. Today's campers may have access 
to email accounts, or they even may be allowed to bring 
mobile phones along. This can facilitate communication, 
but it also may take away from the camping experience. 

Parents need to find a balance between what might 
be too little or too much contact with campers. After all, 
camp is kids’ chance to grow independent for a few days 
or weeks. 

e Learn camp rules. The camp will likely provide 
information regarding correspondence. Camps may 
permit parents to send one-way emails and regular mail, 
but limit campers to 
handwritten letters only. 
Determine if mobile 
phones are allowed or 
should be left at home. 
Knowing the rules can 
help parents and kids 
plan accordingly. 


who may not know how. 

¢ Check blogs and texts. Some camps may blog about 
campers’ progress, post information on social media or 
send out mass texts. These messages can reassure parents 
that their youngsters are doing just fine. Figure out which 
tech options are available from camp administrators. 

¢ Send a care package. Treat the campers to some sup- 


daily correspondence. Parents may get nervous when 
they don’ routinely see or hear from their children, but 
chances are everything is going swimmingly. 

The camp experience is often harder on parents than 
children, as campers have their friends and activities to 
keep them busy. Brief communication helps campers 
grow more confident and independent. 


plies from home. Pack camp-approved snacks and other 


reminders of home. Be sure to include enough for the en- 


CREATIVE 
MOVEMENT 
AGES 4-6 
BEGINNER 
BALLET 

AGES 7-9 
INTENSIVES 
OPEN CLASSES 


Greene Acres Equestrian Center wc. 


SUMMER CAMPS 
July 5-9 © July 26-30 Bie 
August 2-6 ¢ August 16-20 2) 
9am - 3pm (lunch not provided) i / 
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English @& Western, Ages 5 & up 
Call to Register (413) 813-9291 
53 Ware Road, Belchertown 


Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 


SPP" 000g G4 6 ° 6 € Eee KE0—  °E°2—V © oD — 5 WH°_ ev °Ve"® > wy = °— 7 We 8 Fri Wv '". 


tire cabin and your son or daughter will be the camp star. 
e Expect some silence. If camp is going well and 
campers’ days are fun-filled, they may be too busy for 


4 OPEN SQUARE WAY STUDIO 403 HOLYOKE 413 536 6200 
WWW.MASSACADEMYOFBALLET.COM 
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Adventures Await You 
This Summer at Bement! 


A Traditional Day Camp Experience for 
Boys and Girls ages 4 to 15 years 


From Bements beautiful campus in Historic Deerfield 


THIS SUMMER, 





¢ Pack correspon- 
dence supplies. Send kids 
to camp with fun papers, 
stickers, pens, and other 
crafty items. This way 
they'll be inspired to 


Bement Adventure Camp 
Limited spaces still available in Session 1: July 5 - July 16 


SSAT Prep and Robotics 
Programs also available! 


YOUR CHILD CAN HAVE FUN 
AND LEARN NEW SKILLS! 
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write home once or 
twice. Provide brief les- 
sons on how to address 
an envelope for campers 


PREMENT™ 
ZCHOOL | 


Please visit our website for 
more information & to register 
www.bement.org/summer 
Questions? 413.774.7061 
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editing, graphics and sound effects skills. 


rREMENT | 
SCHOOL 


Battle Royale: 
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Use 3D game development software to 


/P- PATHFINDER TECH 2021 
“(SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 


Register online at: www.PathfinderTech.org 


First 
Responders VIP 
Experience 


‘Biz Kid 
Entrepreneurs 


Baking 
FUNdarmentals 





Robotics 
Batt lLecamp 


Hyriad of 
Hedia 


JUNior 


a Summer Fun 
Chet 


With Art Woodwork ing 


HANDS-ON FUN FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 3 THROUGH BI 


SESSION DATES: 
WEEK #1 JULY 6-9 
WEEK #2 JULY 12-16 


te *YOUTHCAMP@PATHFINDERTECH. OBS 
‘MORNING DROP OFF AT 8:00 A.M. 
Sy! “PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 

WEEK #3 JULY 19-23 | “AFTERNOON PICK UP 2:45-3:15 P.M. 
ween #4 uty 26-30 TAPRIL VST) «snacks ano wncues ppovioes 


PEGULAR PRICE: $250/WEER [5 DAY) | $200/WEER (4 DAY) | $800 (ALL FOUR WEERS) | $675 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 
EARLY BIRD: $225/WEEK (5 DAY) | S18D/WEEK (4 DAY) | $750 (ALL FOUR WEEKS) | $600 (FOR THREE WEEKS) 





design your own! 


ROBLOX Makers 
S101 (emo) De galele(=)iow-lalemeiastsin-molam-leh-lalael as 
in your own ROBLOX world. 


Plus... 


Minecraft Redstone Engineers 
NVATe(sYomer-laatsweValiaarcialele 
eSports Apprentice 
Code Breakers 

Virtual Reality 
Javascript Developers 


F and 


sales 
alelar} 


ONLINE PROGRAMS 
June 6 — August 16 
Ages 8 - 14 


Visit hcc.edu/summer 
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persons desire to be outdoors 
can sometimes be at odds with 
the outdoors itself. The dead of 


winter tends to be a time of year when 
people know to stay indoors, but the 
dog days of summer can be dangerous 
as well. 

Heat-related diseases like dehydra- 
tion can put lives at risk. According 
to Johns Hopkins Medicine, children 
and people over the age of 60 are 
particularly susceptible to dehydration. 
Understanding dehydration and how 
to prevent it is essential for anyone who 
plans to spend time outside during the 
summer. 

What is dehydration? 

The U.S. National Library of Medi- 
cine notes that a dehydrated body does 
not have enough fluid and electrolytes 
to work properly. On an average day, 


the human body needs about three 
quarts of water. But the USNLM notes 
that anyone planning to spend time 


Belchertown Day School 
presents 


BELCHERTOWN 
SUMMER FUN 


=, hildren are our top priority! 


|) 


Sign-Up Time! 


Prevent dehydration 
during the dog days of summer 


-_ 


outside in the hot sun needs signifi- 
cantly more water than that to avoid 
dehydration. 


What are the signs of dehydration? 
Johns Hopkins Medicine notes 
that people experience 
dehydration differently. 
However, there are some 












common symptoms that 
indicate someone is dehy- 
drated. These symptoms 
include: 

e thirst, 

e less frequent urina- 


NEW, LOWER 
PRICING! 


As low as $31.50/day. 





tion, 

e dry skin, 

e fatigue, 

e light-headedness, 

e dizziness, 

e confusion, and 

e dry mouth and mucous 

membranes, 

e increased heart rate and breathing. 

Children who are dehydrated may 
exhibit additional symptoms, includ- 
ing dry mouth and tongue; no tears 
and crying; no wet diapers for sev- 
eral hours; sunken abdomen, eyes or 
cheeks; listlessness; irritability; and skin 


>. 
e@eeeeeeee#gee#e#ee#ee#e# fFfeeoeee#eeee#eeeeee @ 
‘ 


that does not flatten when pinched and 
released. 


How to prevent dehydration 

Drinking plenty of fluids when 
working or playing in the sun is one 
way to prevent dehydration. Being 
sure to take in more fluid than you are 
losing is another way to prevent dehy- 
dration. Anyone, and especially people 
who sweat a lot, should keep a close 
eye on fluid loss when spending time 
outdoors in the summer. Sports drinks 
that help people maintain their electro- 
lyte balance, such as Gatorade, can help 
prevent dehydration as well. Pedialyte 
is often recommended for sick infants 
or children who have experienced 
vomiting, as it can help restore electro- 
lyte balance that was adversely affected 
when kids became sick. The solution 
can be equally effective at restoring 
electrolyte balance that was thrown off 
during heat exposure. 

Dehydration poses a significant 
health risk at any time of year, but peo- 
ple who spend time out in the summer 
heat may be especially vulnerable. Lim- 
iting time spent outdoors on hot days 
and keeping a close eye on your fluid 
intake and fluid levels can help prevent 
dehydration. 


Stoneleigh-Burnham School 
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who have completed K-6th grade. TUlaalaatcle 
Camps 


in Performing Arts, 
Debate & Public Speaking 


Camp Marshall 


Day & Overnight Options for 


Traditional & Horse Camp Ages 7-16 


Cloverbud Day Camp Ages 4-6 © Leadership Programs 
Mini-Camp Program ¢ Fun Theme Weeks 


Join us for a fun, hands-on outdoor summer experience! 
Make friends & memories that last a lifetime! 


Financial Aid Available! Visit us online for Rates, Dates & Registration 
www.CampMarshall.net ¢ 508-885-4891 ¢ 92 McCormick Road, Spencer, MA 01562 


June 21st - August 27th 
Space is Limited 
Reserve your position today! 


For more information, visit 
www.belchertowndayschool.org 
(413) 323-8108 and/or email Heidi@belchertowndayschool.org 


THOMPSONS mititit 
SUMMER GYMNASTICS 


day & residential options available 
sbschool.org/summer 


~ Coséd ° Grades 1-8 
. Jute 28 - sling 6 


Race into summer at Camp Macburs 
ley 


Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true meaning 
of summer...having fun and making friends! 


Camp MacDuffie offers six weeks of exciting camp experiences: 


Week 1: June 28 - July 2 Week 4: July 19 - 23 
Week 2: July 5-9 Week 5: July 26 - 30 
Week 3: July 12 - 16 Week 6: August 2 - 6 


Camp programs include: 
Arts ¢ Athletics ¢ Coding * Creative Writing * Dance ¢ Theater ¢ Science ¢ Culinary Arts 


Monday-Friday 9am-3pm ¢ Area field trips and lunch included 
Additional morning and afternoon hours available 


Register now for summertime fun at summer.macduffie.org 


' The MacDuffie School ¢ 66 School Street * Granby, MA 01033 ¢ 413.255.0000 Ext.110 
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River Valley Counseling 
Center welcomes new 
senior program director 


HOLYOKE -— River Valley Counseling 
Center has named Michele Snizek, MPA 
as their Senior Program Director. 

Snizek will oversee RVCC’s School- 
Based Health Centers and HIV/AIDS 
Project to ensure that these grant funded 
programs are responsive to funder terms 
and conditions and compliant with grant 
rules and regulations. 

A resident of Belchertown, Snizek is 
excited about her new position stating, 
“I get energized when I can utilize my 
analytical skills to develop programs and 
opportunities in organizations such as 
River Valley Counseling Center whose 
mission is to improve the health of all 
people in our community.” 

Snizek received a Bachelor’s degree 
in Social Work from Elms College and a 
Master’s in Public Administration from 
Westfield State University. She has 
extensive experience managing federal 
and state grants in the greater Holyoke 
community, development and writing of 
grant proposals, managing grant compli- 
ance, and reporting and budget manage- 
ment for both federal and state applica- 
tions. She is also a licensed social worker. 

“Michele brings a wealth of program 
and clinical knowledge to this import- 
ant agency role. We look forward to 
working with her as she provides vision 
and leadership to these programs,” 
said Rosemarie Ansel, MSW, RVCC’s 
Executive Director. 

Prior to joining RVCC, Snizek was 
the Director of Retention at Holyoke 
Community College. A key focus of her 
work was closing HCC’s equity gaps 
which were only further widened during 
remote operations this year. This put a 
spotlight on the need for enhanced men- 
tal health services for students. She start- 
ed her career at Holyoke Community 
College as a Title III Activity Director 
where she managed a five-year, $1.8 
million Department of Education grant 
focused on first year students. For 





Michele Snizek, MPA 


over 20 years, Snizek held two differ- 
ent positions, Director of Planning and 
Development and Director of Program 
Operations, at Holyoke, Chicopee and 
Springfield Head Start, Inc. 

About River Valley Counseling Center: 

River Valley Counseling Center, Inc. 
(RVCC) is a multifaceted mental health 
agency with a 68 year history of chang- 
ing lives and empowering our com- 
munity throughout the Pioneer Valley. 
RVCC is a member of Valley Health 
Systems in Holyoke which also includes 
the affiliates Holyoke Medical Center, 
Holyoke Visiting Nurse Association & 
Hospice Life Care, and Holyoke Medical 
Group. RVCC services include: outpa- 
tient behavioral health clinics; school- 
based health centers (Teen Clinics); HIV/ 
AIDS Project; CONCERN Employee 
Assistance Program; and behavior- 
al health services in schools, physician 
offices, and community organizations. 

To learn more about RVCC, please 
visit our website: rvccinc.org. 


BusinessWest accepting nominations 
for 40 Under Forty award 


SPRINGFIELD — BusinessWest mag- 
azine is currently accepting nominations 
for its coveted 40 Under Forty Alumni 
Achievement Award, and will accept 
them until April 23. 

When BusinessWest launched its 40 
Under Forty program in 2007, it did 
so to identify rising stars across the 
region — individuals who were excel- 
ling in business and through involvement 
within the community — and celebrate 
their accomplishments. In 2015, the mag- 
azine announced a new award, one that 
builds on the foundation upon which 40 
Under Forty was created. It’s called the 
Alumni Achievement Award (formerly 
the Continued Excellence Award). As the 
name suggests, this honor will be pre- 
sented to the 40 Under Forty honoree 
who, in the eyes of an independent panel 
of judges, has most impressively contin- 
ued and built upon his or her track record 
of accomplishment. 

Those at BusinessWest encourage sub- 
missions to be thorough, detailing the 
candidate’s success in business, involve- 
ment in the community, and awards 
and designations. Supporting informa- 
tion (such as a résumé) may be sent 





to godaire @ businesswest.com. Please 
include the nominee’s name in the sub- 


ject line. 

Five finalists will be announced in the 
May 12 edition of BusinessWest, and the 
winner will be celebrated at the annual 40 
Under Forty Gala on June 24. 

Past winners include: 2020: Carla 
Cosenzi, president, TommyCar Auto 
Group (40 Under Forty class of 2012), 
and Peter DePergola, director of 
Clinical Ethics, Baystate Health (class 
of 2015); 2019: Cinda Jones, presi- 
dent, W.D. Cowls Inc. (class of 2007); 
2018: Samalid Hogan, regional direc- 
tor, Massachusetts Small Business 
Development Center (class of 2013); 
2017: Scott Foster, attorney, Bulkley 
Richardson (class of 2011), and Nicole 
Griffin, owner, ManeHire (class of 2014); 
2016: Dr. Jonathan Bayuk, president, 
Allergy & Immunology Associates of 
New England (class of 2008); 2015: 
Delcie Bean, president, Paragus Strategic 
IT (class of 2008). 

For more information, call Jennifer 
Godaire, Marketing and Events direc- 
tor, at 413-781-8600, ext. 100, or 
e-mail godaire @ businesswest.com. 
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— OBITUARY 


Colton Banks 


ATHOL — Colton T. Banks, 
29, previously of Belchertown, 
passed away unexpectedly at his 
home on April 3, 2021. 

Born Aug. 27, 1991, he is the 
son of Timothy Banks and Lacie 
(DeHimer) Banks. Colton grew 
up in Belchertown and graduated 


DEATH NOTICE 
Banks, Colton T. 
Died: April 3, 2021 
Visitation April 17 
1 to 3 p.m. 
Beers & Story 
Belchertown 
Funeral Home 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





from Belchertown High School. 

For the past five years, he has 
lived with his wife, Alanna, in 
their home in Athol. After high school, Colton did welding 
and metal work and for the past several years, worked as 
a cook. He was not only a cook during his working day, 
but he loved to create special food in the kitchen alongside 
Alanna. His friends and family have savored his cooking 
creations for many years. He had a “knack” for collecting 
friends and touched many people’s lives. 

Colton loved music and appreciated the tunes through 
playing and listening to music of all kinds. He loved play- 
ing D&D with his friends throughout the years. Growing 
up, Colton and his family always had dogs and his love for 
the four-legged companion continued into his adulthood. 
His love and memory will forever remain with his par- 
ents, Lacie Banks of Belchertown and Timothy Banks of 
Belchertown. Alanna (Davies) Banks, his wife and long- 
time companion and soulmate, will forever cherish his life 
and love along with his younger sister, Lorelei Banks of 
Belchertown, to whom he was very close with and shared 
a special bond. He also leaves many extended family 
members and friends. 

A visitation will be held Saturday, April 17 from 1 to 
3 p.m. at the Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to Dakin 
Humane Society or ASPCA to honor Colton’s love for 
animals. 

For details, please visit www.beersandstory.com 








3 4 7 


=_ 


O1 S 

6%) o) 

Oo .¢°) N N 
£ 6) © 


Ol & N 
0) & N 
N © O1 
0) 6) N 
6) & Nh 


© 
O1 aS (6?) — —_ 
N 6?) © 00 ol 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Pituitary hormone 
(abbr.) 

4. Ceramic jars 

9. Monetary units 

14. Alias 

15. “Superman” actor 

16. Britonic tribe 

17. Shorten 

18. LA Dodgers 
manager 

20. Hoarded 

22. theatrically portray 

23. Noah’s grandson 

24. Dependent 

28. Peyton’s little 
brother 

29. Cools the house 

30. Principle part of 

31. Type of wrap 

33. Peels 

37. Commercial 

38. Make an attempt 

39. Arrange in steps 

41.U. Utah athlete 

42. Old English 


43. Trade 
44. Nostrils 
46. Ticket seller Hub 
49. Of | 
50. Institute legal 
proceedings against unit 
51. Takes apart 7.“ Maria” 
55. Doorway 8. W. African 
98. Long int’! river ethnoreligious 
59. Trailblazing athlete group 
Gibson 9. Wild Asian oxen 
60. Former CBS News genus 
host 10. Vinegary 
64. Sign language 11. To this 
65. Badgerlike mammal 12. Explosive 
66. Thin strips of wood 13. Female sibling 
67. Brooklyn hoopster 19. Orlando museum 
68. Portents of good (abbr.) 
or evil 21. Type of hoop 
69. Footwear 24. About Holy Father 
70. When you think 20. Academic 
you'll arrive environment 
26. Extremely angry 
2/7. surrenders 
31. Swiss mountain 
pass 


3. Fish farm 

4, Arrangements 

5. Go in advance of 
others 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Batflower genus 
2. Predatory seabirds 


a 


6. Bulgarian monetary 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Sympathy Cuppy), e Unrangements 
CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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32. sharp mountain 
ridge 

34. Erases 

35. Spielberg’s alien 

36. Absurd 

40. Dorm worker 

41. Used to make 
pesticides 

45. The sister of your 
father or mother 

47. A way to let know 

48. Can’t produce much 
vegetation 

52. omall streams 

93. Folk singer DiFranco 

54. Weights 

56. Start over 

57. Black Sea resort city 

59. Wimbledon champ 

60. Corporate executive 
(abbr.) 

61. Unskilled actor who 
overacts 

62. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! 

63. Of or relating to 
ears 
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Legislature passes landmark Climate Change Bill 


BOSTON —- On Jan. 28, 
the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives and Senate reaf- 
firmed its commitment to address- 
ing the climate crisis facing our 
Commonwealth by passing legisla- 
tion that overhauls our state’s climate 
laws, drives down greenhouse gas 
emissions, creates clean energy jobs, 
and protects environmental justice 
communities. 

The passage of An Act Creating 
a Next-Generation Roadmap for 
Massachusetts Climate Policy (S.9), 
comes after a joint commitment from 
Senate President Karen E. Spilka 
and House Speaker Ronald Mariano, 
as well as last session’s House and 
Senate Chairs of the Joint Committee 
on Telecommunications, Utilities, 
and Energy, Senator Michael Barrett 
and Representative Thomas Golden, 
to refile the legislation following a 
gubernatorial veto last session. 

“This legislation outlines a 
clear roadmap to address our 
immediate climate crisis,” stated 
Senate President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “Time is of the essence 
and we could not let a delay hamper 
our efforts to protect future gener- 
ations. The necessary tools includ- 
ed in this legislation will soon lead 
to lower emissions, a thriving green 
economy, and cleaner air and water 
for all. I want to thank my legisla- 
tive partner, House Speaker Mariano 
for his collaboration, Senator Barrett 
and Representative Golden for their 
steadfast support, and the residents of 
Massachusetts for their support in this 
endeavor.” 

“The House and Senate again acted 
to reduce our greenhouse gas emis- 
sions, lead on clean energy, and pro- 
tect environmental justice commu- 
nities,’ said House Speaker Ronald 
J. Mariano (D-Quincy). “I want to 
thank Senate President Spilka for her 
commitment to joining the House in 
responding immediately to Governor 
Baker’s veto of this important legis- 
lation. I am also grateful for the work 
and leadership of Chairman Golden, 
and for my colleagues in the House 
for acting with the urgency the cli- 
mate crisis demands.” 

“The most recent numbers tell 
us Massachusetts is backsliding in 
terms of reducing emissions,” said 
Senator Mike Barrett (D-Lexington), 
Senate Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Telecommunications, Utilities, 
and Energy. “This bill is our chance 
to get back on track and stay there. 
It’s ambitious but balanced, and the 
most important piece of climate leg- 
islation to come before us since 2008. 


Tip of the hat to President Spilka 
and Speaker Mariano for putting us 
back to work on climate immediate- 
ly. Because of them, the legislation’s 
odds of ultimate success are excel- 
lent.” 

“If not for the initiative and 
resolve of Speaker Mariano and 
Senate President Spilka, the Next- 
Generation Roadmap bill would not 
have been before the Legislature 
in the first month of the 2021 - 
2022 session,” said Representative 
Thomas A. Golden, Jr. (D-Lowell), 
Chair of the Joint Committee on 
Telecommunications, Utilities, and 
Energy. “I am beyond proud to have 
once again voted with my colleagues 
on this path-breaking legislation and 
I look forward to continued collabo- 
ration to make it law and propel the 
Commonwealth towards its clean 
energy future.” 

“For too long low-income commu- 
nities, especially those of color, have 
been disproportionately burdened 
with health hazards through poli- 
cies that forced them to live in close 
proximity to harmful and toxic health 
risks,” said Senator Adam Gomez 
(D-Springfield). “I am proud to be 
a new Senator with colleagues who 
take environmental justice seriously. 
While there may need to be more 
work done on biomass issues, I am 
eager to continue advocating for the 
safety and health of my district.” 

The bill sets a 2050 net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions limit, as 
well as statewide limits every five 
years; increases the requirements 
for offshore wind energy procure- 
ment bringing the statewide total 
authorization to 5,600 megawatts; 
requires emission reduction goals for 
MassSave, the state’s energy efficien- 
cy program; and, for the first time, 
establishes the criteria in statute that 
define environmental justice popula- 
tions. The legislation also increases 
support for clean energy workforce 
development programs including 
those targeting low-income com- 
munities, and improves gas pipeline 
safety. 

The legislation includes, among 
other items, the following provisions. 


Sets a statewide net-zero limit on 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 
and mandates emissions limits every 
five years, as well as limits for specif- 
ic sectors of the economy, including 
transportation and buildings. 

Codifies environmental justice pro- 
visions into Massachusetts law, defin- 
ing environmental justice populations 
and providing new tools and protec- 


tions for affected neighborhoods. 

Requires an additional 2,400 
megawatts of offshore wind, build- 
ing on previous legislation action 
and increases the total authori- 
zation to 5,600 megawatts in the 
Commonwealth. 

Directs the Department of Public 
Utilities (DPU), the regulator of the 
state’s electric and natural gas utili- 
ties, to balance priorities going for- 
ward: system safety, system security, 
reliability, affordability, equity, and, 
significantly, reductions in green- 
house gas emissions. 

Sets appliance energy efficiency 
standards for a variety of common 
appliances including plumbing, fau- 
cets, computers, and commercial 
appliances. 

Adopts several measures aimed at 
improves gas pipeline safety, includ- 
ing increased fines for safety viola- 
tions and regulations related to train- 
ing and certifying utility contractors. 

Increases the Renewable Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) by 3 percent each 
year from 2025 - 2029, resulting in 
40 percent renewable energy by 2030. 

Establishes an opt-in municipal 
net-zero energy stretch code, includ- 
ing a definition of “net-zero build- 
ing.” 

Prioritizes equitable access to the 
state’s solar programs by low-income 
communities 

Establishes $12 million in annual 
funding for the Massachusetts Clean 
Energy Center in order to create a 
pathway to the clean energy indus- 
try for environmental justice popula- 
tions and minority-owned and wom- 
en-owned businesses. 

Provides solar incentives for busi- 
nesses by exempting them from the 
net metering cap to allow them to 
install solar systems on their premises 
to help offset their electricity use and 
save money. 

Requires utilities to include an 
explicit value for greenhouse gas 
reductions when they calculate the 
cost-effectiveness of an offering of 
MassSave. 

Creates a first-time greenhouse 
gas emissions standard for munici- 
pal lighting plants that requires them 
to purchase 50 percent non-emitting 
electricity by 2030 and “net-zero” by 
2050. 

Sets benchmarks for the adop- 
tion of clean energy technologies 
including electric vehicles, charging 
stations, solar technology, energy 
storage, heat pumps and anaerobic 
digestors. 

The bill is now with the governor. 





Mass Humanities awards Massachusetts Cultural Council Funding 


AMHERST — Mass 
Humanities announced today 
the awarding of $250,000 to 59 
non-profit organizations across 
Massachusetts through funding from 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 

Among those were the Amherst 
Historical Society which received 
$3,000 and the Emily Dickinson 
Museum which received $5,000. 

A new round of grants from Mass 
Humanities will give museums, his- 


Email all 
notices to 











_. notices@turley.com Load 


torical societies and other cultur- 
al organizations the opportunity to 
reach their audiences digitally as the 
COVID-19 pandemic persists. From 
laptops to website upgrades, mobile 
walking tours to virtual exhibits, the 
Digital Capacity Grants announced 
today provide residents with access 
to their heritage despite social dis- 
tancing. 

“These grants are part of our 
ongoing response to the pandemic, 


r,s 
B | 


) Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


but they also provide a preview of 
the future of public humanities pro- 
gramming,’ said Mass Humanities 
Executive Director Brian Boyles. 
“As we begin to rebuild from the 
impacts of this crisis, our commu- 
nities deserve the chance to engage 
with each other and our cultural her- 
itage. It’s also clear that the digital 
space offers organizations the chance 
to build their audiences.” 
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— PUBLIC NOTICES 


Belchertown Conservation 
Commission 
LEGAL NOTICE 

Pursuant to the authori- 
ty of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 131, Section 
40 (Wetlands Protection Act) 
and the Belchertown Wetland 
Bylaw, the Belchertown 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing 
virtually on Monday, April 
26, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 
purpose of this meeting is to 
review a Notice of Intent for 
the proposed construction of 
a single family home at 271 
Michael Sears Road; Map 
269, Parcel 100.1. Anyone 
interested in this matter 
should attend remotely: 
https://www.gotomeet.me/ 
BelchertownConservation 
04/15/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampshire Probate and 
Family Court 
15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
Docket No. HS13P0165GD 
In the interests of 
Makenzie J Dilley 
Of Belchertown, MA 
Minor 
NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Resignation 
or Petition for Removal of 
Guardianship of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 
1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
to Resign as Guardian of 
a Minor or Petition for 
Removal of Guardian of a 
Minor filed by Tracy Cayo 
Johnson on 3/17/2021 will 
be held 05/04/2021 10:00 
AM Guardianship of Minor 
Hearing through Zoom. 
us or call 646 828 7666, 
ID#1614039111. Judge 
Fidnick Hearing Session. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Located 15 Atwood Drive, 
Northampton, MA 01060 

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by fil- 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter- 
ested parties at least five (5) 
business days before the hear- 
ing. 
3. Counsel for the Minor: 
The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over age 
14 has the right to be pres- 
ent at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the 
minor’s best interests. 

Date: March 26, 2021 
Michael J. Carey 
Register of Probate 
04/15/2021 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





This fox has made 
its home in Debra 
Piquette’s backyard 
with her babies. There 
are six of them running 
around now. Piquette 
said, “Nature is a 
beautiful way of life, 

such an enjoyment / 


watching them 3 





Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
Classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. 
(413)433-2195. 


Call Ken 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 










AB Hauling and 
~—— Removal Service 


2**xxxk* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE 


(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 


Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 


508-882-0140 


HOME 


IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 


Kitchen, bath,  foyers. 


(978)355-6864. 


HOME 


2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME 


2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 


(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 


FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ee Phone: 
State: Zip eee 
CX «Oper week rate = GS _ 
LI VISA LI Discover LI Cash lL) Check# __ a 
EX. Date CONV 

Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin —————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


ae 
ae 







GES 
“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


Add athird ZONE  _°5.00 
_—— =... Quabbin 
LI 


Subtotal 


x Number of We 
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GRANBY 

















ELD 


BROOKFI 


e 
& 
BROOKFIELD / “ 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
WALES ( HOLLAND 


EASTHAMPTON el 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 





Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 













WILBRAHAM 


Includes 
— ——— additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


ekg 





TOTAL Enclosed ——— = 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 


IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 


IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237. 








INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com 
or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Spring Clean-ups 

Tree pruning/removals 

Mulch/ Stone 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $30/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex- 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex- 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PAVING 


COMMERCIAL 


AND 
RESIDENTIAL 
PAVING & SITE 
SERVICES 
413-267-4088 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 
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TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 





TOWN OF WARREN WASTER- 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT. 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR. 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Appli- 
cations for a Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Assistant Chief Operator. Sala- 
ry is $23.3 per hour. Applicants must 
possess a Massachusetts Grade 5 
Operators License and valid MA Driv- 
er’s license. Job description and ap- 
plications are available at the Warren 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 2527 
Main Street, West Warren, MA 01092. 
The position will remain open until 
filled. Warren is an EOE. 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


WAS BROTHERS CONSTRUC- 
TION Is now taking applications for 
the following positions: Skilled Labor- 
er - Underground utility construction. 
Truck Driver/Laborer - required to 
perform both. Must be able to pass a 
background check, DOT physical and 
drug/alcohol testing. Applications ac- 
cepted between 9:00am-2:00pm M-F 
@ 2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA. 
Paid major holidays, vacation, medical 
insurance after 90 days and SIMPLE 
IRA offered. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ae, 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


LAND WANTED 


WANTED!! 40+ ACRES OF 
LAND. Looking to purchase large 
acreage lot for family farm. Call Matt at 
(413) 667-7165 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


LEAD 


GENERATION 























We make it easy to | con nect 
with potential customers. 

Our weekly newspapers serve 50 local communities 
and our market specific products have the potential 


to reach nearly 100,000 readers — 
driving more local leads than any other source! 


FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO KEEP UP 
WITH ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES. 


f TurleyPublications y turleynews 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
Agawam Advertiser News ° Barre Gazette » Country Journal » Chicopee Register » Ware River News 
The Journal Register * The Ludlow Register * Quaboag Current » The Sentinel 
The Holyoke Sun » Wilbraham-Hampden Times » Town Reminder 








AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


BUSINESS SERVIC 


R EF C TT O R YY 


HAIRDRESSER 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 


CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 








OUTDOOR POWER 





EQUIPMENT 


BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D.F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are 
now offering plumbing 
services to Belchertown and 
surrounding town. Scheduling 
appointments Monday-Friday, 
8 am to 4pm. Call 413-323- 
9966. 








ROBERTS ROOF CoO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 


AMHERST WELDING, 
Snow plows, sanders, fea 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 





TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393 
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Regional helpline to reduce intimate partner violence launches this week 


REGION — Ten to Ten, a free, confidential 
helpline for people who abuse or may abuse 
their intimate partner, will be launched on 
April 15. 

The Helpline is the first of its kind in the 
United States, although similar programs 
exist in Australia and the United Kingdom. 

The Helpline (877-898-3411) will serve 
Western Massachusetts and will operate 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 365 days a year. 

Family, friends and professionals worried 
that someone may harm their partner can 
also call the Helpline. 

The Project is part of a broad national 
movement that seeks to increase non-crim- 
inal responses to intimate partner violence 
through the creation of community-based 
restorative practice. 

The Helpline is a collaboration between 
the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, 





4 LAWN & GARDEN 


AMHERST 
FARMERS SUPPLY 


Fertilizers, grass seeds, natural stone, 
wall/walkway/patio, block, masonry, gardening, outdoor tools, 
mulches, pond supplies, muck boots & more! 


320 South Pleasant St., Amherst 


413-253-3436 


Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00, Sat. 7:30-4:00 ¢ Est. 1945 





2 










WATER WELL ORILLERS 


5 INSURANCE 









BUILDING IN 2021? 


SAVINGS: with the help of our vendors, 
we offer a limited time SPRING SPECIAL 


00-83 1-388383 


Call 24 hours a day 
MA licerse S45 





WWW.moultoninsurance.com 


M OULTON Insurance Agency 


BUSINESS e« AUTO ¢ HOME e 


Behavioral Health Network and Growing a 
New Heart. An Advisory Board of regional 
partners as well as two rural domestic vio- 
lence task forces from the Ware River Valley 
and the Southern Hilltowns will oversee and 
guide the project. 

“Our communities can engage in the 
lifelong practice of supporting change 
and accountability with compassion, and 
without collusion. This is a practice that 
will strengthen us all, making survivors 
safer,” according to JAC Patrissi, found- 
er of Proteus, the largest Intimate Partner 
Abuse Education Program in Western 
Massachusetts and Director of Growing A 
New Heart. “Socializing people towards 
peace and safety comes in stages that we 
can embrace for survivors’ sake. Sometimes 
an abusive person just has to be safe enough 
for a rural survivor to leave the relationship 














LICENSED 
INSURED 





LIFE 











: Ware 
Safety Insurance® 143 West Street 


TO «(AE oe Ba 


413-967-3327 





Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing 





Belchertown 
45 N. Main Street 
413-323-7229 


3 GARAGE DOORS 
R.A. GNATEK BUILDERS, INC. 


KITCHEN/BATH * WINDOW/DOOR REPLACEMENTS ¢ DECKS ¢ REPAIRS 


ESTABLISHED IN 1978! 


253-0043 


gnatekbuilders@verizon.net 


YANKEI 


450 New Ludlow Rd., Chicopee 
Phone (413) 532-0515 


www. yankeetrailersales.com 


without leaving the place they have lived 
their whole lives.” 

“People who abuse their partners are our 
neighbors, the people we group up with, our 
family and sometimes our friends. That is 
the hard truth,” according to Monica Moran, 
Manager of Domestic Violence Prevention 
Projects at the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission. “This doesn’t mean they are 
not accountable for the harm they cause. But 
it does mean that if they want to learn how to 
be safe in their relationships, if they want to 
learn how to hold themselves accountable, 
we need to be ready to work with them. We 
need to build resources and services that can 
help them learn from people who are always 
safe in their relationships.” 

Sue West, Senior Vice President at 
Behavioral Health Network added, 
“Behavioral Health Network is delighted to 


So ATS CS LUCEY CREE 


YOUR 

LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 








MA REG. 
#103211 







SALES: 
| Wells Cargo 
Enclosed 
Trailers & 
Karavan 
Utility 
Trailers 







Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured 
Owner Supervised 


Ccameronpainting.com 
don@cameronpainting.com 


YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON 


participate in this important service which 
aims to increase safety and provide alter- 
natives to abuse. Professionals will use the 
helpline to access resources and intervention 
tips; community members will learn ways 
to be safe in their relationships both in the 
moment and over time.” 

The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
secured Federal CARES Act of 2020 fund- 
ing for the Helpline in partnership with 25 
towns in the region, with Ware as the lead 
town. CARES Act funding is intended to 
address the impact of COVID-19, and stud- 
ies across the country and the world show an 
increase in intimate partner violence since 
the pandemic started. 

The Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health is providing supplemental funding 
so that the Helpline can serve all of Western 
Massachusetts. 
















4 PAINTING 












mmecegarrett@turley.com 
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STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 


Now Stocking All Your 
Lawn & Garden Supplies 


_ We Have All Of The Tools & Materials 
You Will Need To Get Your 
A Yard & Lawn Ready For Spring. 


ASSEMBLED GAS GRILLS & 
Hardware POOL SUPPLIES & WATER TESTING a 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA © 413-323-4521 an 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 


Ta P 





ower Equipment 









Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, 
* Mowers ¢LawnTractors ya B54 435 
e Chainsaws e Trimmers 
° Generators * Brush Cutters _ Farm Supply 
° Hedge Trimmers Rte. 202 settle Hwy, 
¢ Rototillers & More 413-323-6336 





www.devoniane.com 





Hodgen 


Landscape Co., Inc. 


Est. 1956 
ape ee 
Complete Landscaping, Designing & Planting 
P.O. Box 873 | Belchertown, MA 01007 


Phone (413) 323-4949 Fax (413) 323-4999 cell (413) 246-8061 
terete lal re lateryesl-maclii Mm ammalele(ec-lalelilecye-) re rl melt] 


gO ee, ANDREWS 
@ . GREENHOUSE 
weiGewOl-es S. Amherst, MA 


1184S. East St. 
1300) (Era aN dh 
ee CT) ya 
EEE (413) 253-2937 





Sie 


EG] aN a2 TE isnte 2 sre Fie 


Everything 
You Need 
For Your 

Spring Planting 
Needs! 


‘Sb, 
631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW e 589- 7071 e www.randallsfarm.net 


OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM-8PM 


Ornamental 
Flowers 
And 
) Vegetable 
Starts 


Family Owned 
& Operated 


25 Bisasait St, Granby 
413-467-3276 


Huge Selection of 
Annuals & Perennials 
Hanging Baskets, 
Fruit & Vegetable Starts, 
Chicken Manure 
Compost & More 
35 Amherst St., Granby 
413-320-6802 


www.davesnaturalgarden.com 








> AMHERST > 
* FARMERS SUPPLY ~ 
For Your Lawn, Garden ~ 
and Landscaping Needs 


320 So. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA <3 
(413) 253-3436 re 


Class Grass 


GARDEN CENTER 


Annuals ¢ Perennials * Water Garden Supplies 
Bark Mulch & Loam ¢ Open 7 Days 


140 West State Street, Route 202 Granby, MA 01033 
(41 3) 467-7979 * www. classgrass. com 


ACN SSAC WANS A SLC Np Mh Cr Oe 


ifs MAN AI i aly) Su iV \ 
hi (x0 Your i r Comp lete GARDEN Center, i ( 


GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN J 


108 West State Street, Granby ¢ 1-41 3-467-3838 


For All Your Annuals, 
Perennials, Garden Decor, 
Lawn, Garden & 
Landscaping Needs 


CON eae 




















OPEN e 
Monday- § 
Saturday 4 


CRYSTAL GARDENS 
UNLIMITED FARM & NURSERY 


SV Hardy & Unusual Plants & Seasonal Decor 
a Available For Sale & Special Order 
Perennials, Grasses, Natives, Edibles Wy 
Fresh/Dried Garden & Holiday Harvests * 
Design, Consultation, Delivery, Events 


413-248-6742 « www.CrystalGardensUnlimited.com 





Routes 5 & 10 
Greenfield, MA 
(413) 774-8311 


Route 9, 
Amherst, MA 
(413) 253-3411 


For All Your 
Spring Home 
& Garden 
Needs. 


Route 6, Brattleboro, VT 
(602) 257-7373 


GARDENER 


SUPPLY COMPANY COMPANY 


18 Elm St., 
Deerfield, MA 
(413) 865-5881 


HOME CENTERS 
www.leaderhome.com 


Route 32, Barre, MA 
(978) 355-3411 


at -at Hadley Garden Center Garden Center 
Route 9, 285 Russell St, Hadley, MA 01035 
(413) 58-1423 + gardeners.com/store 


100% Employee-Owned 


TREE PRUNING e TREE REMOVAL ¢ STUMP REMOVAL 
TREE & SHRUB CARE e AND MORE! 


CALL 
TODAY 
FOR YOUR 
FREE 
ESTIMATE 





(LANDSCAPE LLC. LLC. 


RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL 


413-439-5732 « talltreelandscape.com 





= | 
Get your green thumbs Wehear right her 





et 








Your lawn projects start here! 


, Rototillers, brush mowers, 
&’, pressure washers, overseeders, 
dethatchers, and more. 


SOUTH HADLEY e 533-5503 
577 Granby Road (Rt. 202) 


HADLEY e 584-4184 
301 Russell Street (Rt. 9) 


VAN VAY, tjstruevaluerental. rotolan 


TI'S 
Ticz Vicor | 
Soariciey 


Hadle 
oY 3-584-4184 


VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 


A large variety 
| : of bark mulch, 
Go, => yi _ landscaping stone 
Yen yor & walkway/patio 

& Landscape > yp 
products, pavers, 
8 Mill Valley Road ¢ Hadley compost, 
413-582-1263 lawn décor 


www.megansvalley.com & more! 


HAYWAR 


Building Contractors 
Belchertown, MA 


413-323-7649 


an’s Va 
wee Ney, 


It’s Spring and Time 
to Get Your Outdoor 
Project Started! 


Deliveries 
e Screened Loam e Fill ¢ Gravel 


Services 
e Sitework @ Trucking 
e Equipment Rental 
e Septic Repair & Installation 


Echo Wheel Horse 


Lawn Boy BCS Tractors 
Scag Jonsered Shindaiwa 


BOYDEN & PERRON 
GARAGE INC. 


POWER EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE 
41 South Whitney Street, Amherst ¢ 253-7358 
Monday-Friday 8:00 - 5:30, Saturday 8:00 - 4:00 
www.boydenandperron.com 


PROPERTY SMAINTENANCE 


| 413-383-2584 


Mowing, Mulch, Lawns & Landscapes 
Fall & Spring Cleanups, Design & More 


Land Management 
Brush Mowing - Tree Work | 
Landscaping - Cordwood 
Eotanical Consulatations 


p= 


SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS! 1 
= To advertise contact Maureen SX 
i mmcgarrett@turley.com ¢ 413-364-4994 BA 


